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DUES
Your membership monies for 2013-4 were due on Saturday, 

August 23.  Poor Wally is sadly in need of funds to enable this 
Club to function.  Please send

$ 20 for Electronic copy or
$ 25 for Paper copy as soon as possible to

Wally Goodman, 2722 Maple Rd., Wilson, NY, 14172, USA

Featured car of NP member Chris Day.  See P. 4.
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NIAGARA  PACKARDS  IS  ON-LINE!
www.niagarapackards.com 

Denise brought this delicious salad to our Fall Tour and 
everyone raved about it.  As several people asked about it, she 
kindly sent it for inclusion in a future Newsletter and here it is!  
Thanks, Denise.

ORIENTAL  SALAD
Denise Sheeler

Dressing:
1/3 cup sugar
1/2 cup olive oil
1/4 cup white vinegar
1 tbsp soya sauce

Fry Together until browned up a bit
1-2 tbsp butter
1/2 cup sesame seeds
1/2 cup almond slivers
1 whole package of Mr. Noodles (Oriental) crushed including 
the flavour package

1 large head of romaine washed and cut.  (I made it with 
spring mix and added some Craisins)

Mix the lettuce, fried mixture and Craisins together with the 
dressing at the last minute to keep everything crunchy.  
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MEMBERSHIP  NEW  YEARS’  MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH th17  

6:30pm
EMMA'S BACK PORCH

2084 Old Lakeshore Rd., Burlington
905.634.2084

Off Lakeshore Road, two blocks east of Brant.

Purpose:   To reacquaint ourselves with each other
To discuss next year's events and tours

The Executive is looking forward to seeing you
and getting your valuable input!

ATTENTION  READERS
Your editor is thinking that the cover of Niagara Packards News is rather staid and so I have 
decided to put a car on the cover each month, if possible.  Here is the problem – I don't have many 
pictures of members' cars with a story.  Sooooo, if you want your baby featured on the front page, 
get busy and send me a nice photo of her and a write-up of your relationship with her since you 
have acquired her (nothing unseemly).  Please.
 Are you thinking the title of this publication is also a bit staid, please suggest a new one.  These two 
requests could get you a year's free renewal!

And on the same note of a freebie; try the quiz on P. 7 to also be considered for a year’s free 
th renewal.  All answers must be back to the Editor by March 5 either by Email or pony express.

There has been a lot of stormy weather since the middle of December and it was only on February 
4 that the Executive was able to meet to do some 2014 planning.  We also want your input so have 
planned a dinner meeting at Emma's Back Porch in Burlington on Monday, March 17 – St. Patrick's 
Day so come for the green beer and lots of blarney.  (See above.  Ed.)  We have reserved the 
Lodge Room, off to the right as you come in.  Please do your best to be there, hoping the weather is 
more normal by then.  We are also hoping that our two Executive sick and shut-ins, Jim and Wally, 
will be able to join us.  In the meantime, stay warm.

 DIRECTOR'S    MESSAGE

A RETIREE'S THOUGHT...

 My Wife asked, "Whatcha doin' today?"
 I said, "Nothing."
 She said, "You did that yesterday."
 I said, "I wasn't finished."
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1938  PACKARD  CONVERTIBLE
Chris Day

Chris Day is a distant member of our Club, living in St. Bruno, Quebec just across the St. Lawrence 
from Montreal.  This is his story of the rebuilding and restoration of his Packard.  He acquired this 
car in 2001 and has spent the time since, as well as considerable monies to produce the car as you 
see it.  The rest of the article is mostly Chris' writing.
 
I purchased this 1938 Packard, Model 1601 Eight Convertible Coupe (Serial #1199 – 2439), in 
2001 in many pieces.  The block casting-date of 12.16.37 indicates an early 1938 built car.  The 
speedometer reads 94,500 miles; however, excessive wear on the gas pedal and suspension 

parts, mostly due to lack of 
maintenance, indicates that 
the odometer reading has 
likely gone around at least 
once ,  pe rhaps  more .  
Fortunately for me, the 
p r e v i o u s  o w n e r  h a d 
repaired the body shell of 
rust at some appalling cost 
in the early 1990s and had 
also had all bright work 
chrome plated. 

I began by rebuilding the 
motor.  The block was 
bored  ou t  0 .040  inch 
overs ize  to  e rad ica te 
cylinder irregularities. All 

threads in the block had rotted due to ingress of water from the drilling of bolt-holes into the 
waterway, requiring all threads to be replaced with Helicoil inserts - for 29 head bolts,10 manifold 
bolts and 4 water-pump bolts.  The waterways were full of black sludge and the remains of drilled-
out frost plugs, all of which were boiled and flushed away. The crankshaft crankpins and journals 
were ground 0.020 inch undersize and oversize bearings fitted.  One worn camshaft lobe (#16) 
was built-up with metal-spray and ground to the  correct profile.  The generator, starter and water-
pump were rebuilt by local repair shops to new condition; however, the generator front ball-bearing 
was later replaced due to excessive noise at cruising speed.  The original Stromberg EE-14 
carburetor replaced by an EE-16 
(1939-40 – Ed.) with integral choke 
thermostat, cold-start high-idle cam 
and choke pull-off features.  A 6 volt 
fuel pump was fitted in line for cold 
starts to the engine-driven fuel-pump, 
resulting in almost instant cold-
starting.

The clutch was rebuilt by a local shop 
and the driven plate relined.  The three 
speed cane shift gearbox was rebuilt 
with new bearings as the gear tooth 
wear pattern was good, and the 
synchro clutches were in good 
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condition considering mileage.  I changed the rear axle differential assembly unit from 4.54:1 to 
4.09:1 to reduce engine speed at cruise speed and I completely rebuilt it with all new bearings and 
cups (available at a local GBS supplier, off the shelf).  Unfortunately the original bearings, although 
liberally oiled during storage, were rusted and unserviceable.  A new drive shaft was made up by a 
local house as the original shaft was excessively pin holed.  The original joint end-fittings were 
reused.  The rear universal joint spider was extremely worn and obsolete (last used 1948) but I 
found a NOS replacement at Hershey, as machining the rear yoke to accept the next size up spider 
was definitely not an option.  The drive shaft assembly was then dynamically balanced to 3 000 
rpm.

The chassis was within 3/16 
inch across the diagonals.  The 
chassis and all underbody 
parts, sundry brackets and 
many small parts were powder 
coated in glossy black by local 
shop. They also powder coated 
the road wheels in grey and I 
fitted them with radial-ply wide-
whitewall tubeless-tires.

I re-converted the headlamps 
from sealed beam to the 
original Flex Beam lenses, 
using aluminised reflectors and 
quartz-halogen bulbs.  The last 
item fitted on the car was a 
Tr i c o  v a c u u m - o p e r a t e d 
windshield-washer system I 
located at Hershey with the 
after-market spray nozzle 
fittings discovered in a wiper arm box.

I enjoy cruising in this car as it now lives up to its Packard qualities – smoothness, quietness and 
class.

MEMBERS' UPDATES

Jim Galvin is recovering from his knee operation and also being shot in a robbery in late October.
Wally Goodman had a hip replacement in November followed by an ulcer problem that kept him 
from home for some time.  He is now home under the care of Nurse Chris.  Hip, hip, hurray!
Ted and Donna Powell are both recovering well from illness that had them both hospitalized in 
December and January in separate hospitals.  Both of them are now happily together in Cayuga.
Shelagh Hockin was well enough to enjoy Christmas in Florida with Gerry and the family.
Chris Bullock lost his mother, Diane, in December and David Knight lost his father, Dick, in 
January.  Niagara Packards extend condolences to both families.
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A  WEATHER  UPDATE  FROM  SOUTHERN  ONTARIO
th .  thRailway pictures take between Stratford and Goderich on January 26  and February 4  

courtesy of Ron Kampien.  The automotive pictures are from another era but do resemble 
2014.
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2014 NIAGARA PACKARDS MEMBERSHIP QUIZ
1.  Windshield wipers were invented by   a) an automotive engineer

        b) a woman
        c) a rubber salesman

2.  The city with the most Rolls Royce autos is   a) London
          b) Hong Kong
           c) Abu Dhabi
 

3.  How many cars does Ferrari make daily?    a) 7
                 b) 14
                 c)  22

4.  The first car radio was invented by      a) Paul Gavin
       b) Paul Galvin
       c) Paul Glavin

5.  In what year was this wonderful car accessory invented a) 1925
                 b) 1929
                c) 1930

6.  What car colour is prohibited in Shanghai China?   a) green
        b) red
        c) yellow

7.  What was the first official White House car?   a) 1907 Cadillac
        b) 1909 White
         c)  1910 Peerless

8.  Gulf Oil opened up the first gasoline station in 1913.  Where?  a)  Detroit
              b)  Pittsburgh
              c)  Cleveland

9. What city was the first to use parking meters?   a)  Cleveland
          b)  Oklahoma City
          c)  Los Angeles – Hollywood

10.  What was the first car fitted with an alternator, rather than a direct current generator?
        a)  1959 Cadillac Eldorado
        b)  1960 Plymouth Valiant
        c)  1960 Lincoln

11.  What car was the first to have its radio antenna embedded in the windshield?
       a)  1969 Ford Pinto
       b)  1969 Pontiac Grand Prix
       c)  1969 Lincoln Town Car

12.  What American automaker began by making cages for birds and squirrels?
       a)  Frank Dureya & Co.
       b) The George N. Pierce Co. 
       c)  The Imperial Motor Car, Pa.

NOTE:  For a chance at a free year's membership, try to solve this automobile quiz.  
thRemember, you answers must be to the editor by March 5  



*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
          REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packard event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2014   EVENTS
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The Editor is always uncertain as to when to stop reprinting ads submitted to Packard Used Cars and 
Packard Parts and Accessories.  All ads will run for three issues only UNLESS the editor is notified that 
the vender wishes them to continue. 

'55 or '56 Caribbean engine.  Used for racing but 
rebuilt in 2003 at cost of $ 15 000.  Make offer.  
Tim Walker.  519-682-0289.

1955 Packard Clipper Custom Constellation, in 
very good running condition.  Body has no rust, 
paint and interior in very good condition.  Nice 
driving car.  New tires and s/s exhaust.
Rob at  (Near Grassie, robtaylor348@hotmail.com.
ON)

1948 Packard 2265 2 dr fastback.  5 WW, new radiator, gas tank and battery. Runs well.
$3,948.  Rob - 585 317-3177.

Who knows?  Read P. 3 for details of our important March membership meeting.  See you 
there!
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