
   VOLUME XXXVIII, No. 1                                                                   Jan.  2016

It may be only January but inside are some summer stories about Packard powered boats.

Do YOU owe membership dues to Wally for 2016 or EVEN 2015?  Don’t 
live with a guilty conscience, pay up today!  

News by Email - $20; by post - $ 25
Niagara Packards needs new, younger members.  Find one for us!

HAPPY   NEW    YEAR
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NIAGARA  PACKARDS  IS   ON-LINE!BACK
www.niagarapackards.ca 

GOAT'S CHEESE CHICKEN WITH WARM LENTILS & 
SWEET BEETS

PARTS LIST:
500g raw beet - peeled and cut into wedges
12 shallots - halved if large
3 tbsp clear honey
6 tbsp mild olive oil
1 lemon - zest and juice
350g Puy lentils
1 big garlic clove, roughly chopped
2 tbsp capers
1 tbsp Dijon mustard
100g bag mixed green leaves

For the chicken
6 large boneless skinless chicken breasts
150g tub Chavroux soft goat's cheese
20g pack flat-leaf parsley, chopped
18 strips thin-cut smoked streaky bacon

ASSEMBLY:
Heat oven to 425F. Put the beetroot and shallots into a roasting 
pan, drizzle with honey and 1 tbsp oil, season, then toss well. 
Cover with foil, then roast for 1 hr, turning after 30 mins and 
leaving the foil off. Splash half the lemon juice over the veg when 
they're ready, then set aside. Can be made up to 1 day ahead.

Meanwhile, boil the lentils, then drain and rinse well. Make a 
dressing by whizzing the garlic, capers, remaining oil, lemon juice 
and mustard together with seasoning. Add a couple tbsp water to 
loosen. Set aside.

Turn the chicken breasts upside down, then pull each mini fillet to 
the side, without detaching it. Cut a pocket into the thickest part 
of the fillet. Repeat with the rest. Mix the lemon zest with the 
goat's cheese, half the parsley and seasoning, then stuff about 1 
tsp cheese into each pocket. Fold the mini fillets back over to 
seal. Wrap each breast in 3 strips of bacon, then set on a baking 
tray. Can be prepared up to a day ahead. Roast with the veg for 
20 mins until the bacon is crisp and cooked through.
To serve, warm the lentils in the pan, stir the remaining parsley 
into most of the dressing, then tip in the warm lentils. Spoon onto 
plates with some of the roast beets and shallots, scatter over the 
salad leaves, top with the chicken, sliced in half, then drizzle over 
remaining dressing.

Jane Hornby, e, October, 2008Good Food magazin

HERE’S TO A GREAT VALENTINE’S MEAL FOR THE
LOVE OF YOUR LIFE!
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SHUFFLIN'  BUFFALO  WAY
SATURDAY, MARCH 5 (SNOW DATE - MARCH 12)  

PIERCE  ARROW  MUSEUM
263 Michigan Ave

716-853-0084

ARRIVE BY NOON FOR A FREE BUFFET LUNCH,
FOLLOWED BY A TOUR WITH JIM SANDORO

DINNER IN BUFFALO IS AN EVENING POSIBILITY

TO ATTEND PLEASE CALL

JIM GALVIN (HOST)   716 912-3604  OR DOUG WELLS    519 836-6253

BY FEBRUARY 14

DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS

Happy New Year and wishing you all the very best in 2016. Winter has been kind to us so far and in 
a matter of months we'll be back into another Niagara Packards tour season. We are always 
looking for ideas that revolve around an event in your area; not necessarily car-related so don't 
hesitate to put it out there. Your input is always appreciated. As an early spring opener in March, we 
are planning a visit to the Pierce Arrow Museum in Buffalo which also now houses the Frank Lloyd 
Wright designed gas station. This is a Saturday event and Niagara Packards will be providing a 
complimentary buffet lunch at the Museum, so plan to attend to renew acquaintances and enjoy 
one of the finest historic auto museums in our area.
We hope to see you there!
Gerry
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A  PACKARD  MARINE  STORY
Material from Rainbow III (Tim DuVernet), Muskoka Magazine, July 2015,

Ditchburn Boats (Harold Shield & Bev McMullen. Erin:Boston Mills Press, 2002)
and the Editor's own research.

John Coté keeps feeding your editor with Packard-related articles (Some quite delicious!) for use 
in the Newsletter.  Below is an article concerning a 1923 Muskoka gentleman's runabout boat with 
a Packard marine engine.  Read on!

This story is about a young man, Harry Greening, who was born at the right time (1880) to be 
involved in the application of gasoline engines to the power boat racing hobby.  In 1904 he 
designed and hand-built a gasoline-powered one cylinder engine to power his canoe around Lake 
Rosseau at 9 mph.  The Muskokas were an ideal setting, as his family summered on an island in 
Lake Muskoka and this allowed Harry to experiment and test boat designs.  His family owned B. 
Greening Wire Company of Hamilton.  He was enamored with speed on the water and soon after 
had A. E. Luders (Luders Marine Construction Company in Stamford, Ct.) design a boat, Gadfly I, 
that had a Model 10 Buick engine for power and achieved 15 mph across Burlington Bay.  As a 
young man, he went through several more boats before starting to help design his own boats 
which were built by Ditchburn Boats Limited in Gravenhurst.  They built ten racing boats for him, all 
called Rainbow, starting in 1920.  Rainbow I was 31 feet long and was quite large and powerful 
(300+hp), designed by George Crouch (Webb Institute of Naval Design, Glen Cove, NY).  In 
testing, it ran over 1 000 miles on Lake Rosseau in 24 hours, setting a world endurance record.  It 
then won the endurance Fisher-Allison Trophy on the Detroit River (Fifty mile races for each of 
three days) and handily won all three races.  Not satisfied with its performance, Greening sold 
Rainbow I and consulted with Ditchburn on Rainbow II.  Rainbow II followed in 1922 with myriad 
new ideas about water and air resistance around the propellers.  Rainbow II raced but lost to 
Rainbow I, then owned by Sylvester Egan.

Then Rainbow III appeared in 1923.  Greening had watched the Fisher Cup races in Detroit in 
1922 (won by Jesse Vincent, using Liberty engines in a Packard Chriscraft) and noted several 
advances in propeller back-pressure and stern drag.  With this vessel, Harry wanted something 
smaller and had a new design feature – the rudder and propeller were aft (behind) of the transom 
as Harry thought that a propeller under the keel pulled the stern down into the water at speed.  She 
was designed by John Hacker (Hacker Craft, Detroit) and was only 26 feet long and narrower than 
the previous two Rainbows.  It used a Packard Gold Cup marine six cylinder engine (625 cu. In.) 
putting out 250 horsepower and could reach 50 mph.  In testing, she ran over 1 000 miles on Lake 
Rosseau in 24 hours, setting another world endurance record (1 064 miles at averaged speed of 
45.3 mph).  At Detroit, she won the first two heats, easily beating Vincent in an almost identical boat 
and engine.  On the final heat, Rainbow III broke a cotter pin in the propeller.  By the time Greening 
had made repairs, she finished second in the Gold Cup, tied with Vincent and fourth in the 
Sweepstakes against craft with twice the engine displacement.  Harry Greening moved on and 
Rainbow III finished third in the Gold Cup races in 1926 under different ownership.

Harry moved on to Rainbow IV for 1924 for the Gold Cup Race.  She was a controversial vessel 
with a multi-stepped hull.  Using the engine of Rainbow II which propelled this boat at three miles 
per hour faster than Rainbow III, he easily won the cup.  Upon protest, the American Power 
Boating Association ruled the hull ineligible, even after having inspected and approved the hull for 
racing that spring.  It gave the Gold Cup to the second place finisher, Caleb Bragg.  Greening 
continued building more Rainbows for competition but retired from the field in 1929.  He said he 
was tired for competing against large American corporations with deep pockets.  He passed away 
in 1950.
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Packard Gold Cup marine engine

Now to return to our story's focus, Rainbow III.  Under several American owners, she raced for 
many years and by the 1990s was on Lake Tahoe in need of some rebuilding.  A new owner, Doug 
Elmore did restore Rainbow III in 1997 (some decking and a new bottom), and in 2000 returned her 
to the Muskoka Lakes to much acclaim.  Descendants of Harry Greening were invited for rides 
around the lake.  Patrick Dovigi is the current owner and Rainbow III is a fixture in the Muskoka 
scene, cruising majestically with her Gold Cup Packard Marine engine still purring, if only at idle.

  Cruising along on Lake Rousseau 

The unusual stern with the propeller
 and rudder aft of the transom 
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George Crouch, Harry Greening & 
Herb Ditchburn

The elusive, for Harry Greening, 
Detroit Gold Cup.  The Gold Cup 
Races have not been run since 2014.

Karl Cook

Karl had a new heart valve installed in November as his first one failed after seven years.  A 
good omen was that the surgery was on this birthday and he is now slowly recovering at home.  
He would appreciate a call.

When I was a child I thought "Nap Time" was a punishment.  Now, as a grownup, it feels like a 
small vacation.

Old age is coming at a really bad time.
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*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
          REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packard event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2016   EVENTS
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USED  CARS

March 5 – Pierce Arrow Museum in Buffalo.  Lunch and tour.  See P. 3

Ted Powell has cars for sale, including the following Packard models - 1940 grey Packard 160 
with Factory A/C, 1953 black Packard Patrician, 1956 yellow and white Packard 400, 1956 green 
Packard Patrician, 1955 gold Packard Patrician.  He has enjoyable tales about all his cars.  Why 
not call Ted, have a chat and make an/some offers?   905 772-5387. 

Wanted - 1932-33-34 Packard.  I'm a serious car collector and I want to add a new one to my 
collection.  At this time, I'm looking for a RS coupe or convertible coupe.  Any condition will be 
considered – older restoration or running.  Please contact André Roy - 418-222-7387 or 
andre2257@hotmail.com.

Wanted: 1939-40 cane shift transmission.  I have almost everything but the top plate with the cane 
shifter.  I have an overdrive but cannot install it in the '39 case I am currently using.  The 1939 and 
later models differ from the 1938 unit with larger gears and the shifter-rings are bigger diameter 
requiring larger selector forks, so the 1938 top-cover does not fit over the selector rings - I have 
tried that already.  Any parts for this model warmly welcomed.
Chris Day at or 450 653-3095crday@aei.ca 

mailto:andre2257@hotmail.com
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