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Admiring Ralph and Annetta Turner's 1929 Super Eight roadster through an interesting portal 
into a courtyard.  Complete story on Pp. 7 - 9.
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Grilled Hot Dogs with Mango Chutney 
and Red Onion Relish
Here's an old summer favourite with some home-altered 
relish for a slightly different summer flavour.
Parts List:
1 (9-ounce) jar mango chutney (such as Major Grey's or 
Willi's), any large pieces chopped 
½ cup chopped red onion 
¼ cup chopped fresh cilantro 
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard plus additional for serving 
8 beef hot dogs 
8 hot dog buns, opened

Assembly:
Mix chutney, onion, cilantro and 1 tablespoon mustard in 
bowl. (This relish can be made 1 day ahead.) Cover; chill.

Prepare barbecue (medium-high heat).  Grill hot dogs and 
buns until heated through and grill marks form, 2 to 3 
minutes per side for hot dogs and about 1 minute per side 
for buns. Transfer buns to plate. Place 1 hot dog in each 
bun. Add relish; serve. Serves 8.

Bon Appétit

Cardiologist and the Auto-Mechanic

A mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a 
car when he spotted a well-known cardiologist in his shop.
The cardiologist was there waiting for the service manager to 
come and take a look at his car when the mechanic shouted 
across the garage, "Hey Doc, want to take a look at this?"  The 
cardiologist, a bit surprised walked over to where the mechanic 
was working on the car.
The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and 
asked, 
"So Doc, look at this engine.  I opened its heart, took the valves 
out, repaired or replaced anything damaged, and then put 
everything back in, and when I finished, it worked just like new.  
So how is it that I make $24,000 a year and you make $1.7M 
when you and I are doing basically the same work?"
The cardiologist paused, leaned over, and then whispered to the 
mechanic.... 
"Try doing it with the engine running."
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DIRECTOR'S    MESSAGE

A   MOVIN'   TOUR
TRAINS (wee), BOATS (big), WATER (wet)

 IN  WESTERN  NEW  YORK (friendly)

SUNDAY, JULY 27

If coming from CANADA, cross at LEWISTON

Upon leaving US Customs, take I 190 SOUTH to the first exit, Rt. 31. 1-2 miles
Drive down the ramp to Rt. 31 and turn LEFT.

Drive EAST on Rt. 31 for approx. 8 miles (You're driving a Packard, right?)
You are now in Sanborn at SR 429.

If coming from Buffalo or area, just head for Sanborn.
Across from the Niagara Community College is a Tim Hortons.

Look for Lisa or Jim with coffee in hand.
Meet everyone else at this Tim Hortons by 11 am

Jim and Lisa are your hosts and will have notes and maps for the rest of the tour that will 
include The Medina Railroad Museum, a cruise on the Erie Canal and dinner.

      Choo chooing along            No rowing required

Many thanks to Steve Compton and John Coté for putting together a very successful opening tour 
in Niagara/ Ft. Erie.  A lot of fun and perfect weather made for a great day.  Our planned July event 
hosted by Jim Galvin, details herein, will be a good one.  Crossing the border into the US presents 
its own set of challenges on a weekend, especially if driving an old car, but what Jim has planned 
for us will be fantastic, so even if it means driving modern.  Do your best to join us.  I'm not sure how 
it worked out this way but our 2014 tour schedule involves two boat cruises, the second being in 
September when we'll join the Hudson Club and end up visiting Ted and Donna Powell.  So Happy 
Packarding and happy boating and we look forward to seeing you soon!
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NIAGARA  SUNDAY  CRUISE
Editor

Only your editor could miss a turn on the QEW and end up near the Falls rather than at the Tim's for 
the tour start.  A phone call later and we arrived, ready to venture forth on a cruise along the 
Niagara Parkway to Fort Erie.  Rolling out of Niagara Falls, John Coté led us around Chippawa and 
out to the Parkway at the Willoughby (Twp.) Historical Museum where we parked and spent a good 
hour investigating the twenty-some cars on display, including two fire trucks from the Fort Erie 
American LaFrance Association.  The museum was open and a group of military re-enactors were 

thpromoting the 200  Anniversary of the Chippawa and Lundy's Lane battles in the War of 1812.  
Shortly after arrival the re-enactors fired a three pound canon and immediately had everyone's 
attention.  Although it was aimed across the river, no damage could be seen on the American side.  
Some of our party took a wagon ride behind a team of horses.  The museum had good coverage of 
significant events in the former Willoughby Township, and notables, including Laura Secord.  
There were food vendors and John Coté, an excellent host, came around offering sub sandwiches 
and water.

After leaving the museum, we headed toward Fort Erie admiring the river, trees and flowers and a 
lovely 1930 733 Packard phaeton parked on Niagara Packard member Bill Miller's lawn.  We 
would have enjoyed having him on tour with us.  Once in Fort Erie we crossed over the former 
CNR/NYC yard area to Central Avenue to visit the car show, this one sponsored by the Ft. Erie Fire 
Fighters Association.  There were sixty to seventy cars and trucks of various ages and degrees of 
authenticity and three more of the LaFrance's historical collection.  There were lots of families 
attending the show and using the adjacent park that also contained ex-CN locomotive 6218 and 
caboose.  Behind it was a fireless 0-4-0t Porter yard engine from Atlas Steel in Welland.

After enjoying this car show, we headed out for a drive to Chrystal Beach, a former summer 'hot 
spot', for the Peninsula and Buffalo area residents.  It is rumoured that Jim Galvin used to frequent 
the place in the summer.  Upon returning to Ft. Erie, we went to The Barrel Restaurant for a 
wonderful and ample dinner.  Following dinner, John led us on a wonderful late-afternoon drive 
through back roads to St. Catharines and onto Highway 406 so we could head for home.

A sincere thanks from all who attended and to John and Steve and Cathie for their diligence to 
detail in making this first tour of the summer a great enjoyment.

Present were: Cathie and Steve Compton (’50 Hudson), John Coté (’80s Cadillac), Lisa and Jim 
Galvin ('55 Caribbean) and friend Jim Casey ('84 Buick) with friend Jennifer, Shelagh, Lyndsay 
and Gerry Hockin ('51 Ford Wagon), Marion and Charlie Stahn with chauffeur Joe Osborn 
(modern), Shirley and Brian Stouck (’64 Studebaker) and Nancy and Doug Wells ('55 400 on its 
first run since an extensive mechanical rebuild).

Boooom!
This scene certainly predates Packards
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Jennifer, Jim and Lisa horsing around

Some of the European sports car display

A 1939 Windsor product
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Part of the flea market and a low 
flying F-86 Sabre

The Ft. Erie ladder truck and 
three antique trucks.

The happy 
diners and our 

attentive 
waitress
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OUR  1929  PACKARD  SUPER 8  ROADSTER
J. Ralph A. Turner

I am honoured indeed to be asked to talk about the lovely Packard which we have been privileged 
to own since September of 2005.  It all happened as a result of a telephone call from my lifelong 
friend, Norman Hathaway, of North Salem, New York, who advised me that one of his close friends, 
and a long-time owner of the Packard, was undergoing health problems and wanted to sell the car.  
Norman had worked on it, and knew of its reliability, and so it was a great day when Annetta agreed 
with me that we should again own a 'Full Classic'.

As I understand it, the car was purchased in the fall of 1928 by an Italian chap who lived in the New 
York City area, and had been quite successful in the '20s.  Unfortunately, after buying this beautiful 
car, his business failed in the Depression, and he then converted it by removing the rumble seat 
and rear portion of the body, into a pickup truck, for use in a market gardening business which he 
carried on as a result of losing his employment.  The car did not suffer any real damage during this 
period, and fortunately all of the parts were saved, and after his death, his son had the car put back 
together at a local body shop, and then sold it to a collector in the area, who kept it for a number of 
years and then made it available to Gene and Ingrid Albert, who enjoyed it for more than a decade, 
when health difficulties forced a sale and we became the fortunate new owners in September of 
2005.

Our Packard is the epitome of Packard style, especially when one looks at the unique hood lines, 
which was a feature of Packard cars from the very early days to the very end.  The car has some 
unique features, including a 'fold-down' windshield, which also has the windshield opening feature 
as well.  It has more knobs than enough, but what a machine!  You can imagine my difficulty as a 
tall person of 6' 4" fitting into this Packard seat, which was obviously designed for the shorter man 
of the '20s era.  Fortunately, when the big restoration commenced in 2009, we had the seat moved 
back about 3" so that it is much more comfortable now.  I do, however, wonder at the design of the 
doors, which are so narrow as to prevent exit from the driver's side without almost a contortionist's 
movement.  The car has a lovely rumble seat, with lots of leg room, as well as the unique 'golf club 
compartment' which has an entry door on each side.  It is most useful for carrying tools and other 
necessaries when on tour.  I do admire the wire wheels, which were an accessory item, used by 
only a few of the Packards produced in the era of this car.  Packard featured the disk wheels almost 
exclusively, in that era.  The car is equipped with the large 384 cubic inch straight 8 engine, which 
has huge torque in the low ranges.  It is capable of cruising at 65 mph, which we do not do very 
much, since it seems happiest at about 55 mph.   The one wonderful feature about the car is that it 
never overheats!

We have made available a number of pictures, only a few of which will be shown in this article, and 
it is easy to see the styling great lines of the car, especially the radiator stone guard and the 
beautiful trunk rack, adorned as it is with genuine wood cross strips.  The car carries the usual 
spotlight which adorned the roadsters, and while we do not use it often, it is handy at night upon 
occasion.

I do appreciate the reliability of this wonderful motor car, since it has never failed to start, and has 
performed beautifully in the many tours in which we have participated, including all but the first 
Henry B. Joy Tour organized by the Packard Club, as well as several CARavans.  As result of this 
participation, I have been asked on two occasions to impersonate the late Henry Bourne Joy, who 
was the second President of the Packard Motor Car Company, and who used his money and 
influence to bring it from a small factory to a great auto manufacturer.   

I want to especially mention our trip to the Michigan Grand Classic in July of 2011, when we were 
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positioned between the 1929 Duesenberg Dual Cowl Phaeton of Charles Letts, and a lovely 
Packard 12 owned by another Michigan member.  On this occasion, the judges went over our 
Packard carefully, as is their duty, and came up with a score of 99.5.  I do think that they were most 
kind in the circumstances, since most owners know of the little things which judges cannot always 
notice!  In any event, it was an honour indeed, and we will now proceed to enjoy the car and try and 
keep it as well as we can for the future. 

Our Packard has been involved in many trips with the Club, and it has been shown at every 
Concours d'Elegance, the last of which took place in August of 2013.  The matter of keeping the car 
in tip top condition is a continuing exercise, and it gives me great pleasure in driving the car and 
then doing the usual clean up to bring it back to tip top condition.

For the benefit of our technically minded people, I am enclosing a copy of the specification note in 
the front of the Owner's Manual, which indicates that our car weighs a mere 4,785 lbs.  In fact, I 
weighed it at a local Municipal Weigh Station, not too long ago, and it was very close to 5,500 lbs.  
This is considerably more then the number shown in the specification! (Dry–shipping-weight 
versus operational weight – Ed.)

The car does not have power steering or power brakes, but it is remarkable easy to drive, which is a 
testament to Packard Engineering at the time of its manufacture.

Yours for longer hoods!

Lots of chrome and 
the Goddess of 
Speed
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The End

As they used to say, adequate power for 
pleasurable driving

Deluxe air conditioning



 

 

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
          REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packard event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2014   EVENTS
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USED  CARS

  July 15 - 20       National Meet in Warren, OH. 
  July  27 -          Medina - Model Railroad Museum and Erie Canal + - Jim Galvin   
  August 3 -       Car and Motorcycle Show - Ingersoll
  August 24 -      Founders’ Day Tour - Halton Hills - Host Steve Compton
   Starting in Milton at Tim Hortons on Martin St. N (CR 25)
   Look for a FLYER IN EARLY AUGUST
  Aug. 31- Se. 5   8th Henry Joy Tour - Cooperstown, NY
  Sept. 21 -          Grand River Cruise with lunch and a visit with te Powells      

1956 Packard 2 door hardtop.  Needs restoration but totally complete and low mileage.  White 
with red/black trim and red/white leather interior.  Located in a wrecking yard in Niagara region 
(stored inside) and comes with a rough parts car.  Price $10,000 for all.  John Coté has discovered 
the car so if interested, contact John who will direct you to the owner.  John can be reached at 905-
354-7145 or 905-708-2275.

POSSIBLE NEW READING MATERIAL
Chris Day of Montreal is thinking about reprinting the complete 1938 Packard Sales Catalogue for 
the 110 - Eight models. This would cost somewhere in the range of $70 and would be in full colour 
as the original. If interested, please contact Chris at  or 450 653-3095.  Other PAC crday@aei.ca
Clubs please copy.

1953 Packard Cavalier 4 door sedan, std shift w/ 
overdrive, runs well. Interior re-done including trunk. 
Excellent chrome. Southern car with rust free body. 
Wide whitewalls. Car cover. All instruments function. 
Radio does not but power antenna does. Clock does 
not. Has electric fuel pump. Car starts easy, hot or 
cold. $7500.00. Call Bob @ 716-694-9830 or email: 
toycarsgt@aol.com

Wanted: 1938-9 rear bumper centre guard.  Larger auxiliary than the two outer guards, it protects 
the trunk handle and license plate carrier.   Chris Day at or 450 653-3095crday@aei.ca 

mailto:crday@aei.ca
mailto:toycarsgt@aol.com
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