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Christopher Yarrow and his grandfather's 1930 Packard phaeton.  See P. 4

Revolution: An abrupt change in the form of misgovernment.
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Looks like everyone enjoys being Irish at least one day a 
year.

No recipe this month but I doubt that you will starve.
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 DIRECTOR'S    MESSAGE
I think all will agree that this winter has been far too long and major cabin fever has set in.  As an 

thearly break, our March 17  St. Patrick's evening was a lot of fun and it was great to see everyone 
who attended, particularly long standing members Art and Helen James.  This took place at our 
regular monthly meeting spot, Emma's Back Porch, in Burlington.  I would remind all that our 
monthly meeting is the first Monday of each month (next is April 7) at 6:30 pm so don't hesitate to 
show up for what generally amounts to a casual two and a half hour meeting.  Our next Newsletter 
will follow shortly after this one and our touring events will come together in the interim.  We have 
some great ideas offered for monthly events so get your motors running!

EDITOR'S  COMMENT
Did you like the January issue with a car on the cover?  If so, please make up a story about your 
car, include photos and send them to the editor for inclusion in a future issue, please.

ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY  PARTY
Editor

Well, begorra now, Niagara Packards’ members know 
how to have a good time on St. Patrick's Day, especially 
the ones with green eyes.  Luckily we had fourteen so as to 
avoid that unlucky number thirteen.  Present were Cathy 
and Steve Compton, John Coté, Lisa and Jim Galvin, 
Gerry Hockin and daughter, Lyndsay, Helen and Art 
James (Welcome back!), David Knight, Brian Sheeler, 
Marion and Charles Stahn and the editor.  We chatted, got 
caught up in the news, talked cars and, of course, this 
interminable winter.  Eventually we took time out to eat 
and occasionally heard the Irish music from the main 
room.  Gerry had a brief meeting and then suggestions for 
this year's touring started to come out.  Gerry has the list, is checking it twice, and it will be in the 
next Newsletter so you can add them to your 2014 social calendar.  By this time it was time to return 
to the cold outdoors and head home but looking forward to getting our cars on the road for Niagara 
Packards' tours.

Pseudo Leprechauns!
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CHRISTOPHER  YARROW'S  SEARCH  FOR  HIS  GRANDFATHER'S  
LEGACY  LED  TO  1930  PACKARD PHAETON  RESTORATION

Alyn Edwards

Christopher Yarrow is a descendent of one of Victoria's most famous industrialists.  Over one 
hundred years ago, his grandfather, Norman Alfred Yarrow, had been sent to Victoria by his father, 
Sir Alfred Yarrow, an English marine engineer who had become a shipbuilding magnate to take 
over an existing shipyard in Esquimalt.  Norman was a marine engineer and, in 1912 with the 
backing of his father, expanded the shipyard business.  During World War II, Yarrows Shipyard 
employed over 4,000 people building and repairing ships.
 
In 1930, Norman Yarrow 
saw a new Packard 740 
four door convertible 
p h a e t o n  a t  P l i m l e y 
Motors.  The top line 
luxury car had a pale 
yellow body with black 
fenders, a black leather 
interior and a special 
tonneau windshield to 
protect rear passengers.  
When he inquired about 
the fuel economy the 
m a s s i v e  c a r  w o u l d 
deliver, a condescending 
salesman replied: “Sir, if 
you have to ask, you 
likely can't afford it.”

Mr. Yarrow was offended but went back two days later and shelled out $10,000 for the car.  “He 
wasn't showy and didn't want whitewall tires or a fancy hood ornament,” grandson Christopher 
Yarrow says drawing from family history.  Mr. Yarrow traded in his 1928 Packard phaeton and 
drove his new car to work every day in the fair weather months.  The car was mostly stored in 
winter at the family home on Foul Bay Road.

C h r i s t o p h e r  n e v e r  m e t  h i s 
grandfather.  Norman Yarrow died in 
London at the swish Claridge's Hotel 
in 1955.  Christopher was born three 
years later on the front seat of his 
grandmother's, Hope Yarrow, 1957 
Lincoln.

His parents were living in Qualicum 
and were visiting his grandmother at 
her home called Orchard Gate at Elk 
Lake at the time.  They made it to 
Victoria's Royal Jubilee Hospital, 
but not in time before Christopher 
was born and the Lincoln became 
his actual place of birth.
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As a youngster, he was fascinated with the photographs of his grandfather's 1930 Packard four 
door convertible.  It had been used largely as a summer car and took the family to their oceanfront 
summer residence at Yarrow Point in Ardmore.  It was used to carry King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth during the first Royal Visit to Victoria in 1939.

He would visit the Classic Car Museum in Victoria every week.  One day when he was 14 years old, 
he took in a photo of the King and Queen riding in the Packard to show his friend, museum owner 
and Packard expert Murray Gammon.  “He took one look at the photo, went into his office and 
came back with the name and phone number of the current owner,” Christopher recalls.  In 1937, 
Norman had traded the big Packard convertible in on a smaller Packard 120.

In 1950, the venerable Packard had ended up for sale at Main Motor Sales on Vancouver's Main 
Street.  The big open cars of the 1930's were drafty and cold and weren't very desirable. The 
Packard was acquired by vintage car enthusiast Art Fulakwa in 1956.
 
Hope Yarrow, Christopher's grandmother, had given the  original trunk to a previous owner of the 
Packard, David Carere and Christopher gave Art Fulakwa the original fitted luggage along with 
other interesting original photographs of the car that Norman took over the years. Christopher 
connected with Art and would visit him and the car regularly at his home in Port Coquitlam and then 
on South Pender Island.

By 1985, Art Fulakwa was ready to sell the car.  Christopher Yarrow was finally able to bring his 
grandfather's Packard back into the family.
 
The car was taken to his grandmother's home in Victoria's Uplands area for storage.  “When the 
car came in the driveway on the back of flatbed truck, grandmother came out and gave me an 
envelope containing the sterling silver letters N-A-Y for Normal Alfred Yarrow that were ordered by 
my grandfather from the Packard factory to put on the doors of his car.”

In 1989, he went north looking for work to fly as a bush pilot and ended in the Northwest Territories 
and, in 1993, purchased an airline located in Fort Simpson.  Wolverine Air was a bush plane 
business operating seven aircraft flying freight and passengers throughout Canada's north.  In 
2010, Christopher sold the airline and moved back to Victoria.

Christopher commissioned Ray 
Holman at Cobble Hill on Vancouver 
Island to do a full off frame restoration.  
The job took 14 months to complete 
and Christopher Yarrow got the car 
back in the condition it was in when his 
grandfather bought it new in Victoria 
more than 75 years ago.

His quest for more of his grandfather's 
legacy also extended to a search for 
the 26 foot yacht his grandfather had 
built at his shipyard in the 1920's.  It 
was named Cynthia in honor of 
Norman Yarrow's daughter Cynthia, Christopher's mother.  The search ended on a farm in Duncan 
where the derelict and rotted boat was stored on land.  It was too far gone for restoration but 
Christopher salvaged the hardware and the steering wheel with his mother's name inlaid in 
bronze.
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Now his attention has turned to finding the 1957 
Lincoln he was born in.  All he knows is it was a top 
line Premier two-door hardtop in sand beige with a 
brown and  cream leather interior.  It was sold 
privately in the mid 1960's to someone in Victoria.  
He would love to acquire that piece of family history 
and bring it back to the condition it was when his 
grandmother bought it new at Gladwell Motors in 
Victoria.

Alyn Edwards is a classic car enthusiast and partner in Peak Communicators, a Vancouver-based public relations 
company. aedwards@peakco.com

Your editor wishes to thank Alyn for allowing his article to be used by Niagara Packards.  You may recognize his name as 
he is a regular contributor to Old Autos.

 CHANGES  IN  THE  YARROW  PACKARD
Editor

In examining the various pictures of the 1930 740 Packard, the editor noticed 
changes in its appearance over the decades.  Grand old ladies like this are 
allowed to let this happen to them, as opposed to today's cars that age, 
ungracefully and usually underappreciated, especially when viewers have the 
chance to see a real classic in its vintage years.

The car was delivered with one swivel driving light, spot light, wind wings, 
chrome sidemount covers (could have had leatherette), fender parking lamps 
but the standard bail rad cap.

By 1939 the lady had lost her driving light and hardware for turning with the 
steering wheel, perhaps a minor accident.  A rear seat or tonneau windscreen 
had been installed to protect the royal couple and it seems higher than the 
windshield. 

During her 2010 restoration, she has emerged with twin swivel driving lights, 
no step plates, the spotlight, red brake drums and also the Goddess of Speed 
rad cap which I would have added.  She also acquired red striping along her 
fender edges.  After all, an eighty-four year old grand dame deserved some 
primping in her golden years.  

mailto:aedwards@peakco.com
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ANSWERS TO 2014 NIAGARA PACKARDS MEMBERSHIP QUIZ 
1. Windshield wipers were invented by a woman, Mary Anderson.

2.  The city with the most Rolls Royce autos is Hong Kong

3. How many cars does Ferrari make daily?  14

4. The first car radio was invented by Paul Galvin.

5. In what year was this wonderful car accessory invented? 1929

6. What car colour is prohibited in Shanghai, China?  Red

7. What was the first official White House car?  1909 White Steam Car

8. Gulf Oil opened up the first gasoline station in 1913 in Pittsburgh.

 
9. What city was the first to use parking meters?  Oklahoma City, July 16, 1935

10. What was the first car fitted with an alternator, rather than a direct current generator? 
1960 Plymouth Valiant

11.  What car was the first to have its radio antenna embedded in the windshield?
   1969 Pontiac Grand Prix

12. What American automaker began by making cages for birds and squirrels? 
       The George N. Pierce Co.

Hopefully coming to your 
neighbourhood soon!

. . . and the winner of a year’s membership is KARL COOK!  
Congratulations from the Club.
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DEVELOPER  FROM  PERU  HAS  EYE  ON  DETROIT
NY Times Weekly, 2014 01 22

RENAMING  THE  NEWSLETTER
Editor

John Coté sent in a suggestion for a new name for our Newsletter – The Red Hexagon.  His 
reasoning is as follows, “as per the logo in the centre of the Packard hubcaps.”  Are there any more 
suggestions or is the suggestion appealing to everyone or is everyone happy with the existing 
one?  The editor likes the new one.  Let's hear from our Club.
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Above photo - Looking northeastward towards East Grand Blvd.  The buildings in the 
foreground were built as the truck plant during WW I and were later used as metal stamping 
sheds.  In the photo below, they are left centre in the photo below the smokestacks.



 

 

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
          REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packard event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2014   EVENTS
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The Editor is always uncertain as to when to stop reprinting ads submitted to Packard Used Cars and 
Packard Parts and Accessories.  All ads will run for three issues only UNLESS the editor is notified that 
the vender wishes them to continue. 

'55 or '56 Caribbean engine.  Used for racing but 
rebuilt in 2003 at cost of $ 15 000.  Make offer.  
Tim Walker.  519-682-0289.

1955 Packard Clipper Custom Constellation, in 
very good running condition.  Body has no rust, 
paint and interior in very good condition.  Nice 
driving car.  New tires and s/s exhaust.
Rob at  (Near Grassie, robtaylor348@hotmail.com.
ON)

1948 Packard 2265 2 dr fastback.  5 WW, new radiator, gas tank and battery. Runs well.
$3,948.  Rob - 585 317-3177.

Who knows?  Read P. 3 for details of our important January membership meeting.

USED  CARS
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