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ROASTED  SPRING  VEGETABLES

High-heat roasting concentrates vegetables' flavor and 
brings out their sweetness— a big reward for little effort.  
Blending these with your meat of choice will make you forget 
the cold of the past two months.  Use this recipe as a 
template.  Most important: Cut into similar-size pieces.

PARTS LIST:
1 pound assorted spring vegetables (such as carrots, 
asparagus, radishes, spring onions, or sugar snap peas), 
trimmed or peeled if needed, cut into same-size pieces
4 unpeeled garlic cloves
2 tablespoons olive oil
Kosher salt
Freshly ground pepper

ASSEMBLY:
Preheat oven to 450°F.  Combine vegetables, garlic, and oil 
in a large bowl.  Season with salt and pepper; toss to coat.  
Spread out in a single layer on a rimmed baking sheet.  
Roast, stirring halfway through, until tender, golden brown, 
and charred in spots, about 20 minutes.  Serve warm or at 
room temperature.

YIELD: Makes 4 servings 
TOTAL TIME: 30 minutes 

Bon Appétit May 2012

http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/bonappetit/recipes
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SPRING  FLING  IN  MILTON
TV SHOW DREAM CAR GARAGE & THE CANADIAN MOTORSPORT HALL OF FAME.

Tour their restoration facility and classic car display.

Meet at Montana's Cookhouse, 1230 Steeles Avenue East in Milton.  Montana's is located in the 
power centre complex located at James Snow Parkway and Highway #401. It is a free standing 

building with very visible signage in between Walmart and Canadian Tire.
Meet for lunch when Montana's opens at 11:30 am and at 1:00 pm we will make the 5 minute drive 
to Legendary.  Lunch is on your own tab and there is no charge for the Legendary tour.  If you plan 

on just doing the tour, be in the parking lot at Montana's by 1:00 pm.

Legendary Motorcar Company
th8220 5  Line

Georgetown, On. L7G 4S6
www.legendarymotorcar.com
905-875-4700

DIRECTOR'S  COMMENTS
Cabin fever? 
The solution:

thJoin your Packard friends for our spring opener, SATURDAY, APRIL 18 .
Join us for lunch at Montana's Cookhouse in Milton, Ontario followed by a 5 minute drive to 
Legendary Motorcar Company for a tour of their showroom and restoration facility.  What a great 
way to get out on a Saturday and have some fun.  Your Board of Directors is not bored at all and 
have some great events lined up for 2015.  For May, speaking of fun, nothing beats a garage tour, 
unless that is, it's followed by a wine tour, followed by dinner at a great restaurant on the lake.  Brian 

thand Shirley Stouck will be our hosts on SATURDAY, MAY 30 , so get that date into your calendar as 
well. 

thSince the calendar is open, another key Packard date to note down is SUNDAY, JUNE 7 .  We 
have been making you aware of this date since word came out but there really is a huge movement 
afoot to get your Packard to the Gilmore Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan for the Classic Car 
Club of America's “Grand Experience” featuring all Packards 1899-1958.  Again, details to follow 
and we hope to see you there.  See P. 8.

Gerry

Sean is the vicar of a Protestant parish in western Newfoundland, and Patrick is the priest at the 
Roman Catholic Church across the road.
One day they are seen together, erecting a sign which says:
"THE END IS NEAR.  TURN YOURSELF AROUND NOW BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE."
As a car speeds past them, the driver leans out his window and yells,
"Leave people alone, you religious nutters.  We don't need your lectures."
From around the next curve they hear screeching tires and a big splash.
Shaking his head, Father Patrick says "Dat's da terd one dis mornin'."
"Yaa," Sean agrees, then adds, "Do ya tink maybe da sign should just say,  "BRIDGE OUT?"

http://www.legendarymotorcar.com
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1955  PACKARD  ENGINE  PROBLEMS
Editor

 
In the spring of 2013, my mechanic, Wayne Morrison, was doing the spring maintenance on my '55 
400 and discovered a thumping noise in the engine.  I had heard this tapping since the engine was 
rebuilt but always attributed it to the fuel pump rod.  Several diagnoses were done and they all 
concurred with troubles in the basement.  As a result, the car sat out the 2013 year until January, 
2014 when the engine and transmission were removed.

The engine went to a local, renowned rebuilder, Jimmy D, who was delighted to work on a rare 
engine.  He has been rebuilding and souping up and rodding engines since the 1970s.  He took 
about a week to dismantle the engine as he was a curious as I was about how a seventeen year 
old, low mileage rebuild could be so noisy (rebuilt by Howe Motor Works in Burlington).  Eventually 
he found the problem.  The engine rebuild was completely botched by Howe or whoever rebuilt it 
for them in 1997.  They unnecessarily line bored the block saddles at .0015 oversize and then put 
in standard sized inserts for a .003 undersize crank, leaving the bearing inserts floating in the 
saddles.  The thumping that soon appeared in the engine after rebuilding were the bearing inserts 
and crank bouncing around.  By the time the engine came apart last winter, the bearing clearance 
on the crank was at .005++.  This plus the loose inserts (about .003+) in the saddles made for a 
lively time for the crank.  Luckily, it was OK.  The crank had smidgeons of babbitt on each main 
bearing and the corresponding shell has little scoops missing.  The crank polished up quite well 
with no flat spots.  The rod bearings seemed OK but were replaced as a precaution.  Jimmy D had 
to trim the bearings caps by .004 - .007 to get the inserts snug. The piston rings were replaced as 
the installed ones were pumping oil, due to gas in the oil.  Jimmy D found a bent exhaust valve.  No 
wonder the engine never idled evenly!

Two head studs would not come out without a fight and then it was discovered that the two centre 
manifold bolts were the wrong ones (too long) and were tightened into the head studs.  That part of 
the manifold was leaking.  The pistons are scuffed because of the thinned oil.  The heads had 
needed new intake valve guides in 1997 but they were installed a 1/4 of an inch low.  The seats had 
been dropped a considerable distance into the head and required some work.  There is no 
evidence that the bent valve had ever been lapped in.  I am assuming that the other fifteen had not 
either.  

Jim's final assessment is that the engine was rebuilt by a very green mechanic, using the term 
loosely, with no supervision.  The block and heads did not appear to have been properly boiled and 
cleaned out, nor were the rods.  The editor is very thankful that Jimmy D took care and pride in 
solving and rebuilding my engine to excellent condition.  Lesson here – be sure you are using an 
expert who knows older engines and takes pride in doing a great job.

At the same time, the original transmission was rebuilt with 110 000 miles on it.  The wearable parts 
– clutches and bands – were worn out.   With the case, shafts and gears cleaned and new parts 
installed, the transmission is a very smooth shifter.  It was the original transmission as the casting 
date of it and the engine were about a month apart (tranny 3 22 55, block 4 20 55 and the heads 2 3 
55 & 4 6 55). This work was done at Mr. Transmission in Guelph where Brad takes great delight in 
working on these massive, steely old transmissions.  He said that if modern transmissions were 
built like that, there would be very few transmission shops across the country.

We have had several drives with all the rebuilt parts polished in and this car is so happy to run as 
intended, that it floats along at any legal (or illegal) speed and the transmission changes as 
smoothly as a new luxury automobile.
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PRESTON  FEATHERSTONE

Preston thpassed away on Friday, January 23, 2015 at Juravinski Hospital, Hamilton in his 94  year.  
He was born on the family farm at Featherstone Point (Lake Erie).  He served as a Petty Officer on 
the HMCS Ross Norman during WWII where he distinguished himself as an underwater welder, a 
unique skill at that time.  He later founded Red-D-Arc Welder Rentals, which he saw grow into an 
international company.  He was an avid pilot, sailor, golfer, curler, musician (organ) and inventor.  
He skipped several championship curling teams and became an honorary lifetime member of the 
Ontario Curling Association for his invention of the FeatherStik, a device which enabled elderly 
curlers to participate with pleasure.  As a lifelong car buff, Pres restored two classic Packards and 
served as Director of the Niagara Packards Club.  Together with his wife, Eileen (deceased), Pres 
enjoyed ballroom dancing, skating, boating, and cottage life at Lake Rosseau with friends and 
family.  Pres is survived by one sister, five children: Janice, Joseph, Paula (David) DeWald, Steven 
(Maggie), and Pamela (Gregory); 4 grandchildren, 2 grandchildren and his special friend, Ann.  A 
memorial celebration of Preston's life was held at the Glendale Golf and Curling Club, 401 Mount 
Albion Road, Hamilton on March 1, 2015 at 3:00 p.m.  Our Club has lost a great spark plug.

Always ready for a visit.

Admission fee? ?

You can't beat a good joke 
between Pres and Ted Powell

 Pres' and the editor's twins.
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WARTIME  TRANSPORTATION  IN  ARIZONA
Editor

A friend was touring in Arizona last autumn and visited a flea market where he saw this unusual 
limousine.  Some research by Walter McCall and the editor concluded that this vehicle was built to 
transport workers to the Manhattan Project at Los Alamos, New Mexico, 1942 - 46.  As this area 
was very remote and sparsely populated, it suited the secrecy of the project but this remoteness 
also meant that transporting equipment, construction workers, scientists and engineers was 
difficult because of few and poor roads.  The government upgraded the roads but kept them small 
and unpaved so they would 
not arouse suspicion.  At 
the same time, any car 
body company that could 
build rugged limousines got 
busy supplying vehicles for 
the 84 mile trip from Lamy 
Station on the Santa Fe 
Railroad to Los Alamos.  
W a l t e r  M c C a l l  h a s 
suggested that this one 
started out as a 1938 
Chevrolet four-door sedan 
that was stretched to fit a 
truck chassis, including a large luggage rack on the roof.  Plymouth cars may also have been 
rebuilt this way.  Doubtless many were built, using whatever vehicles could found in good enough 
shape to undergo such a rebuild.  Some 1941 Packard Clippers were also transformed into limos 
using their own stretched chasses for officers and VIPs.  This Chevrolet survivor had been 
resurrected by a university fraternity and, though rough, was driveable and at the flea market, 
represented a reminder of 
t h e  i n v e n t i v e n e s s  o f 
Americans during WW II.

One o f  these  s t re tch 
Packard Clippers was been 
found in New Mexico in 
2005.  This rare survivor 
needed much TLC to get it 
back on the road by 2009.  
The body was stretched 
using steel and wood door 
sill, top rails, etc. which had 
rotted away with time.  
Coachbuilder Fitzjohn (Muskegon, MI) built this car as one of 100 stretch cars in 1941-2, likely not 
all Packards.  This would likely be more cars than the Manhattan 
Project could requisition, although it did get a goodly number of 
limos - Chev, Packard and others, and Plymouth sedans.  
Following the war, these unusual vehicles became war surplus 
and most disappeared into history although some remain, as 
these two examples illustrate.

More pictures and story on P.7.
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CARS  OF  NOTE  IN  THE  MANHATAN  PROJECT

1941 Packard ClipperS transported physicists, senior officers, and dignitaries from the train 
station to Los Alamos and to the Trinity base camp 
for the testing of the first atomic bomb.  In 2005, this 
one  was discovered in a Gallup, New Mexico 
salvage yard and restored in time for the National 
Museum of Nuclear Science & History opening in 
2009.  This 1942 Plymouth actually carried the 
bomb's plutonium core from Los Alamos to the 
secret Trinity test site.
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RE: GILMORE TRIP.  First, there is lots of space available as of today, March 24.

Hanover Holiday Tours have several pick-up spots along the route with pickups in Burlington, 
Guelph, and Kitchener, the GTA and others, depending on where you live.  These shuttles will 
deliver you to the coach heading to Michigan, as long as you have Passport in hand.  Any other 
details can be obtained by phoning Hanover Holiday Tours at 1 800 265 5530.  Most details are in 
the flyer below.
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REBUILDING  A  1929  HUDSON
Editor

One of my father's first notable jobs after he entered the garage business in 1929 was the almost 
total reconditioning of a 1929 Hudson coupe that had rolled and burned two miles south of 
Londesboro where his garage was located.  The car was from Wingham and had less than 5 000 
miles on it but in the ensuing fire, the Hudson, upside down in the ditch, burned out the interior, 
dash, wiring, the vacuum tank, the rumble seat cushions, the floor boards, and caused the cab to 
sag to one side because of the weight of the car on the upper right cab.  The car was towed to 
Londesboro, purchased by my uncle from the insurance company and then the rebuilding began 
at Wells Garage.

It took some time for the cab to be straightened and squared so that the doors would swing freely 
and latch snugly at the front (suicide doors).  Next was a complete rewiring of the car using 
Hudson's armour coated (wire bound) wire.  It is quite possible that the front headlights had 
escaped the fire, being well down into the ditch.  A new instrument panel was ordered and installed 
in the dash after it was repainted.  Eventually the car was started and ran well, except that it would 
not change gears.  Out came the clutch and transmission, only to find that the heat had cooked the 
cork clutch facings to the throw-out and clutch plate.  It was pried off, refaced and reassembled and 
then ran fine.  The car was repainted and then sent to Stratford for upholstering.  Over the ensuing 
years, it was discovered that the lock washers had lost their tension in the fire and so nuts and bolts 
continually worked loose and parts rattled.  The worst but funniest, apparently, was when my uncle 
was on his way to Toronto and partially missed a turn in New Hamburg.  In the fast quick turn, the 
right rear fender contacted a mailbox or fence post and immediately the rear fender and running 
board parted ways with the rest of the car.  He stopped, moved the pieces well off the roadway and 
continued on to Toronto.  On his way home the next day, he collected the pieces and presented it to 
my father for re-attachment.  Such was the honesty of the mid-Thirties that the pieces were still 
there.  My uncle drove this car for about a decade before trading it in, largely because of its gas 
guzzling abilities although, in later years, he did say that it was the best riding and smoothest 
clutching car he ever owned.

In 1940 my father built a new garage, Wells Auto Electric, in Clinton and in 1941 advertised for a 
mechanic as one of his mechanics had been called up for war duty.  A young man from near Port 
Albert got hired and turned out to be quite a good mechanic.  He came to work in a 1929 Hudson 
coupe that turned out to be the one my uncle had traded in.  This mechanic and his brothers used 
the coupe for erecting windmill towers as it was heavy and had a very low range low gear.  The car 
needed a rear axle bearing around 1947 and the cost of a new bearing made it too expansive to 
repair.  It was parked and eventually junked in the early Fifties.

Today that car would likely be considered restorable and prized as a great example of the Hudson 
Super Six F-head era.



 

 

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
          REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packard event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2014   EVENTS
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USED  CARS

Wanted: 1938-9 rear bumper centre guard.  Larger auxiliary than the two outer guards, it protects 
the trunk handle and license plate carrier.   Chris Day at or 450 653-3095crday@aei.ca 

1940 160 Sedan.  Overdrive. Restored and enjoyed 
over 29 years. Reupholstered, chromed and painted 
in 1988. New valve train, rewired, gas tank, clutch 
and instruments.  Mileage about 70 000 miles.  Drive 
anywhere.  D. Wells. 
519 836-6253.  ndwel7899@rogers.com

Sat. April 18 - Legendary Motorcar, Milton.  Lunch and Tour.

Sat. May 30 - Niagara Peninsula Tour - cars, wine, fine dining.

June  6 - 9 -Gilmore Car Museum Grand Classic Car Show

July 12 - 18 - PAC National Meet, Reading, PA

Ted Powell has a few cars for sale, including the following Packard models - 1940 grey Packard 
160, 1953 black Packard Patrician, 1956 yellow and white Packard 400, 1956 green Packard 
Patrician, 1955 blue Packard Patrician (not fully fixed up).  He has great enjoyable tales about all 
his cars.  Why not call Ted, have a chat and make an/some offers.   905 772-5387. 
1932-33-34 Packard.  I'm a serious car collector and I want to include a new one to my collection.  
At this time, I'm looking for a RS coupe or convertible coupe.  Any condition will be considered – 
older restorat ion or running.  Please contact André Roy -  418-222-7387 or 
andre2257@hotmail.com.

Wanted: 1939-40 cane shift transmission.  I have almost everything but the top plate with the cane 
shifter.  I have an overdrive but cannot install it in the '39 case I am currently using.  The 1939 and 
later models differ from the 1938 unit with larger gears and the shifter-rings are bigger diameter 
requiring larger selector forks, so the 1938 top-cover does not fit over the selector rings - I have 
tried that already.  Any parts for this model warmly welcomed.
Chris Day at or 450 653-3095crday@aei.ca 

mailto:nmdwel7899@rogers.com
mailto:andre2257@hotmail.com
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