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nd1948 22  Series Custom Eight, our 
feature car owned by Arthur  James

YOUR car could be here as early 
as July!  Please send photos and 
notes about it to the editor.
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NIAGARA  PACKARDS  IS  ON-LINE!
www.niagarapackards.com 

Sun-Dried-Tomato Burgers with 
Balsamic-Glazed Onions

Who doesn't want to grill after the “Winter of 2014?  A mixture of ground 
sirloin and ground chuck works best for these. (Don't use lean or extra-
lean meat — the burgers won't be nearly as juicy.) 
Parts List:
3 pounds ground beef
1 1/3 cups chopped drained sun-dried tomatoes packed in oil, 6 
tablespoons oil reserved
1/2 cup grated onion
3 tablespoons dried basil
2 teaspoons ground cumin
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
3 onions, halved, thinly sliced
1/4 cup balsamic vinegar
8 hamburger buns, toasted
Assembly:
Line large baking sheet with parchment paper. Mix ground beef, chopped 
sun-dried tomatoes, 2 tablespoons reserved tomato oil, grated onion, 
dried basil, ground cumin, 1/2 teaspoon salt, and 1/4 teaspoon pepper in 
large bowl.  Form mixture into 8 patties.  Transfer patties to prepared 
baking sheet. Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate at least 1 hour. (Can 
be prepared 4 hours ahead. Keep chilled.) 
Prepare barbecue (medium-high heat).  Heat remaining 4 tablespoons 
reserved tomato oil in heavy large skillet over medium-high heat.  Add 
sliced onions and sauté until soft and starting to brown, about 10 minutes.  
Add balsamic vinegar.  Sprinkle with salt and pepper.  Simmer until 
onions are deep brown, stirring occasionally, about 10 minutes. Remove 
from heat. (Can be prepared 1 hour ahead.  Let stand at room 
temperature. Wrap in foil and reheat on grill 10 minutes before serving.) 
Grill burgers until cooked through, about 5 minutes per side.  Place 1 
burger on bottom half of each bun.  Top with onions and bun tops and 
serve.
 
Makes 8 servings          Bon Appétit - July 2002
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DIRECTOR'S    MESSAGE

EDITOR'S  COMMENT

Check out this issue's back cover for upcoming Packard-related events.  Our first outing is 
stSunday, June 1  and we're headed Niagara way.  John Coté and Steve Compton are our hosts for 

what will be a great event to kick start the touring season.  We'll have the doors of the Ft. Erie 
LaFrance Fire Truck Museum opened up for us to tour, visit the Bridgeburg Car Show in the area, 
and finish up with dinner afterwards.  Details to follow.  So let's take this opportunity to get together, 
renew acquaintances and have some fun.  See you there!  Spring is finally here!

Do you like Packard photos cover on this Newsletter?  If so, pick out your best photos of your car 
and jot down some notes about it and send it to me as, at the moment, there will be no car on the 
cover of future issues.

BREAK   OUT   OF   THE   BLAHS!
SPRING  TOUR  –  NIAGARA  –  FT. ERIE

COME SEE THE FLOWERS, SOME HISTORY, A CAR SHOW &
THE OPEN HOUSE OF THE AMERICAN LA FRANCE ASSN’S FIRE ENGINES

st   SUNDAY, JUNE 1  (Rain or Shine)

 John Coté AND Steve Compton are our hosts/guides

Meet at the TIM HORTON'S in NIAGARA FALLS –
McLEOD and DORCHESTER RDS. at 10:30am

Exit the QEW at EXIT 27 EAST– McLEOD ROAD.  Drive EAST a short distance to 
Dorchester Rd. and Tim's.  If you miss us there, please call John (905 708-2275) or Steve (905 

651-1956) for directions as to where the group is at that time and how to catch up with the 
Packardites.

Driving instructions to our well-chosen sites and meal arrangements will be handed out at 
Tim's, or when you catch up to us.

NEXT  ISSUE
You will be receiving a 2014 Roster, courtesy of Wally Goodman, our Membership Secretary.  If 
this tweaks your memory about last year's dues, you should get your renewal to Wally PDQ before 
your name is removed.

Engineering Terms - 
Years of development. (It finally worked!)
We'll have to abandon the entire concept. (The only person who understood the thing just quit.)



4

GERRY  MADE  IT  HAPPEN
or

HOW NOT TO BUY A PACKARD
Arthur James

Gerry Hockin, CPA, back then, had a favourite client - a motorcycle mechanic, Rob, who had 
recently abandoned his back yard garage for a proper workshop over Chatham way.  Rob's time 
was now spent fixing up old cars, making them look real good.  He called his company RM 
Restorations and our Gerry became his accountancy firm.  Gerry, as we know, is right into old cars.

One evening during a meeting of Niagara Packards people, in Gerry's board room, he told us RM 
had just taken in a 1948 Packard two-door fast back, the model with the egg-crate grill. “That 
sounds very much like a car I should own”, I said to myself.  “I think a drive to Chatham may come 
about next week.”  Jim Galvin sitting across the table had other ideas.  ”Art, you've got enough 
Packards and I don't have any.  I want it”.  Looking straight at his face, I said, “We'll see who gets 
there first.”

Herb Adler, sitting beside me, said, “You've got 
enough to fill your need.  Let him have it.” 
Another voice said, “Miser!”  Gerry, speaking to 
Jim, said, “See me afterwards and I'll tell you 
where to go and who to see.”  All my so-called 
friends had shuffled off to Buffalo - make that 
North Tonawanda.  Notwithstanding, I went 
home and studied-up on this model Packard.

 
I learned the elusive vehicle was a 1948-49 
Packard, 22nd Series, Model 2206 Custom Eight 
Club Sedan mounted on the 127 inch wheelbase 
and powered by the 356 cu in straight eight 
engine.  The Custom Eight immediately following 
WWII was Packard`s top of the line product and 
was available as the Club Sedan, a four door 
Sedan and a Convertible Victoria.  Two additional 
stretched models on the 148 inch wheelbase filled
 out the line, a long wheel base sedan and an 
enclosed drive limousine.
 
The top brass at Packard decided their top-of-the line 22nd Series Custom Eight should not 
display the product name on any outside surface.  The Packard script appears modestly only on 
the horn button at the centre of the steering column.  Old car buffs ask if it is a Hudson and others 
believe it is a slope backed Chevy.  Packard brass said, “If you don't recognize the make, you don't 
need to know.”  Others said, “If you don't know, you can't afford one.”

Two delightful little old ladies came to the window of the car and said that they'd been all around the 
car and couldn't find a name plate.  “What is it?” they asked.  In a cheeky reply, I said, “It is a 
challenge.  Walk around again and then you tell me what kind of car it is.”  They came back a 

Front and rear view. The fast-back styling began 
in the late thirties with Oldsmobile and continued 
with other makes into 1950.
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moment later joyfully exclaiming, “It's a Packard!”  I asked, “Who told you?”  “No one, we found it 
ourselves.  It's on the car.”  “It can't be”, I insisted.  “Come, we'll show you.”  They took me to the 
rear of the car and pointed to the after-market back-up lights, “See? Right there!”  It is stamped into 
the glass retaining bezel top surface the small letters P A C K A R D.”  Obviously, we can't beat them 
all, especially two delightful little old ladies.

Our Club Sedan is one of only 476 made in the 22nd Series.  About ten road-worthy Su8 fast backs 
remain and perhaps three others.  Over 5,000 4dr Sedans made it out the factory door and about 
2,200 Victorias.  Of the ten remaining, eight are located in the U.S. and two in Canada.  My Club 
Sedan is here in Scarborough and Bob Arnold, who lives in Unionville, has his Club Sedan in a 
clean, dry barn in Newmarket.

I hear the question, “Why so few two door fast-backs?”  Well, you see, it's like this: Automatic car 
door locks were not available way back then and young parents with kids bought two-door cars 
and put the kids back there.  No doors - kids can't tumble out.  Then again, how many young 
couples starting out can afford the cost of a family car, the cost of which is in the range of four Chevy 
coaches?

rd ndQuick identification of the 23  Series Club Sedan from the 22  Series can be made by looking at 
nd rdthe bright metal side mouldings. The 22  has two on the rocker panel, the 23  just one at mid-panel 

of the door.

Luxurious interior- ivory steering wheel, lots of 
chrome, fitted AM radio (made by Philco, Don Mills, 
Ontario), simulated wood-grain dash board and 
garnish mouldings (painted body colour on the 
Victoria)

The very wide door discourages anyone 
parking alongside. If the opening door gets out 
of hand it can inflict a nasty paint chip from his 
paintwork. 
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Our Club Sedan is equipped with overdrive and electromatic clutch.  Ultramatic transmission, 
Packard's own designed and built automatic, came with the 23rd Series in 1949, Packard`s 50th 
Anniversary Year.  The front seat driver's side coil springs are tied to accommodate the owner`s 
weight.
 
Jim Galvin went to RM and bought the car.  He drove it to Cayuga, Ontario, to Ted Powell's place.  
Ted allowed Jim to keep the 48 Custom Eight there until Jim concluded the purchase of a new 
home.  Just about this same time I was carried off to hospital to have my gall bladder removed and 
it was a messy affair that kept me low for more than a week.  The second day, while still in the daze 
of anesthetic euphoria, the telephone on my over-bed table rang.  It was Jim Galvin.

“Art, my house closing comes up on Friday and I don't have enough to close.  Bring me $2,500, the 
amount I paid RM, and take the Packard.  It's at Ted`s place in Cayuga.”  While still just outside this 
world, I called Helen.  “Gather-up $2,500 and take it to Jim.”  “I`m not taking any money across the 
border!  If he wants it, he can come and get it”. “Helen, it`s OK. Please call Jim and sort out an 
agreeable meeting place.”  The suitable place ended up to be a bar in Buffalo in which Jim had part 
ownership.  Helen doesn't drink. 

“And I want both you guys to remember, I'm mother of five, two cats, a dog and a gerbel loose 
behind the panelling and also bookkeeper to a dwindling account.”  “Yes, dear … it won`t happen 
again”.

And so, while in dreamland, I bought another Packard.  The folk in my family who are prone to 
counting, reason that perhaps 14 Packards have come and gone during the past 40 years.  The 48 
Custom Eight is the sole survivor.  This upcoming summer season may be its last under my 
protective care.  At my advanced age and skimpy eyesight, I cannot drive any more or tell one 
wrench from another.  A man without Packards is like a nose without sneeze, a pod without pea or 
a caress without a squeeze.

GOING TO WARREN?
RIDE WANTED TO NATIONAL MEET

Warren Ohio, July 15, 2014 
Retired professional person without Packard needs ride. Has 2 x double bed room 
reserved in historic hotel right next to park where judging will be held ( $ 136/night). 
Will negotiate & share all expenses there and back. 
Contact John Dunbar at (519) 749-9325 or johndunbar@execulink.com.
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HISTORY  OF  THE  CAR  RADIO
Submitted by Gerry Hockin from an Email he received.  The Editor has checked it on Snopes.

Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't. Here's the true story:
One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their 
girlfriends to a lookout point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois, to watch the 
sunset.  It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the women observed that it would be even 
nicer if they could listen to music In the car.  Lear and Wavering liked the Idea.  Both men had 
tinkered with radios (Lear had Served as a radio operator in the U.S. Navy during World War I) and 
it wasn't long before they were taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to work in a car.
But it wasn't as easy as it sounds.  Automobiles have ignition switches, generators, spark plugs, 
and other electrical equipment that generate noisy static interference, making it nearly Impossible 
to listen to the radio when the engine was running.  One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and 
eliminated each source of electrical interference.  When they finally got their radio to work, they 
took it to a radio convention in Chicago.  There they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin 
Manufacturing Corporation.  He made a product called a "battery eliminator" a device that allowed 
battery-powered radios to run on household AC current.  But as more homes were wired for 
electricity more radio manufacturers made AC-powered radios.  Galvin needed a new product to 
manufacture.  When he met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention, he found it.  He believed 
that mass-produced, affordable car radios had the potential to become a huge business.  Lear and 
Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory, and when they perfected their first radio, they installed it 
in his Studebaker.
Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a loan.  Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he had 
his men install a radio in the banker's Packard.  Good idea, but it didn't work.  Half an hour after the 
installation, the banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't get the loan.)  Galvin didn't give up.  
He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the radio at the 1930 Radio 
Manufacturers Association Convention.  Too broke to afford a booth, he parked the car outside the 
convention hall and cranked up the radio so that passing conventioneers could hear it.  That idea 
worked -- He got enough orders to put the radio into production.
WHAT'S IN A NAME?
That first production model was called the 5T71.  Galvin decided he needed to come up with 
something a little catchier.  In those days many companies in the phonograph and radio 
businesses used the suffix "ola" for their names - Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola were three of 
the biggest.  Galvin decided to do the same thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a 
motor vehicle, he decided to call it Motorola.  But even with the name change, the radio still had 
problems.  When Motorola radios went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time 
when you could buy a brand-new car for $650, and the country was sliding into the Great 
Depression.  (By that measure, a radio for a new car would cost about $3,000 today.)
In 1930 It took two men several days to put in a car radio.  The dashboard had to be taken apart so 
that the receiver and a single speaker could be installed, and the head lining had to be removed to 
install the antenna and then reinstalled.  These early radios ran on their own batteries, not on the 
car battery, so holes had to be cut into the floorboard to accommodate them. The installation 
manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of Instructions.
Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of the price of a brand-new car wouldn't have 
been easy in the best of times, let alone during the Great Depression -- Galvin lost money in 1930 
and struggled for a couple of years after that.  But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began 
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offering Motorola's pre-installed at the factory.  In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin struck 
a deal with B.F. Goodrich Tire Company to sell and install them in its chain of tire stores.  By then 
the price of the radio, installation included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and 
running.  The name of the company was officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing to Motorola 
in 1947.
In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car radios.  In 1936, the same year that 
it introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car 
radio that was factory pre-set to a single frequency to pick up police broadcasts.  In 1940 he 
developed the first handheld two-way radio -- The Handie-Talkie -- for the U. S. Army.  A lot of the 
communications technologies that we take for granted today were born in Motorola labs in the 
years that followed World War II.  In 1947 they came out with the first television to sell under $200.  
In 1956 the company introduced the world's first pager; in 1969 it supplied the radio and television 
equipment that was used to televise Neil Armstrong's first steps on the Moon.  In 1973 it invented 
the world's first hand held cellular phone.  Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone 
manufacturer in the world -- And it all started with the car radio.
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO
The two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's car, Elmer Wavering and William Lear, 
ended up taking very different paths in life.  Wavering stayed with Motorola.  In the 1950's he 
helped change the automobile experience again when he developed the first automotive 
alternator, replacing inefficient and unreliable generators.  That invention lead to such luxuries as 
power windows, power seats, and, eventually, air-conditioning.  
Lear also continued inventing.  He holds more than 150 patents. Remember eight-track tape 
players?  Lear invented them.  But what he's really famous for are his contributions to the field of 
aviation.  He invented radio direction finders for planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, 
designed the first fully automatic aircraft landing system, and in 1963 introduced most famous 
invention of all, the Lear Jet, the world's first mass-produced, affordable business jet.  Not bad for a 
guy who dropped out of school after the eighth grade.
Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the many things that we take for granted actually came 
into being!

thBARBARA  BURHANS of Lockport, NY passed away on May 5 .  She was the wife of the late Bill 
who was one of the founders of our Club.  She had an active life of family, business, sailing, antique 
cars and many social club activities.  She is survived by three sons, two daughters and seven 
grandchildren.

CORRECTIONS  ON  CHRIS  YARROW'S  PACKARD

This reply came from Chris Yarrow concerning the article on his family's 1930 Packard.  

For your records and to just clarify, my Packard came from the factory with the rear windshield and 
was not added for the Royal Tour in 1939.  This car's correct title is a 1930 Packard 740 Super 8 
Tonneau Windshield Phaeton.  Regarding the driving light – actually, I did get the original light with 
the car when I purchase it back in 1985 (Pender Island) and I always liked two Pilot Rays better, so I 
made the change.  I gave that one to a good Packard friend of mine.
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COOLING YOUR PACKARD AND NOT YOUR HEELS
Article by Dick Boswell of Hawkeye Packards.  Printed with permission.

Packards are grand cars for sure – we all know that -- we love 'em!!  That said, “I have heard”, from 
time to time, over the years that some old Packards seem to run tooooooo hot from time to time.  I 
know this, from personal experience, as well!  I am sure that the cooling systems are full of some 
kind of yukky gunk from all the years they have been “cooling”.  Also, we live in an area where the 
summer temps reach numbers much higher than one might wish – or certainly higher than the old 
Packards would wish.  We take out the radiators and have them cleaned out.  We flush out the 
block.  We blast compressed air through the radiator fins.  We do some “powerful wishing” and 
steadfast “hoping” for cool days on the Packard tour.

I learned about a product called Water Wetter – other manufacturers make products which do the 
same thing.  An example is Hyper Lube Super Coolant.  Am sure there are other products which 
are supposed to help keep those old moldy Packard motors running cool.  For some time now, I 
have been using these products so that our Packards “keep their cool” in the summer touring.  
They work! 

These products were designed to be used in racing cars of various types – cars that run wide open.  
The theory behind the success of these products is, per my understanding, as follows: most of the 
heat of an engine is created in the areas of the piston bores and exhaust valves.  It is the “back 
sides” of these areas, in the water jackets, where the coolant is against the hottest steel so as to, 
through heat transfer, put this heat into the coolant.  This super-hot coolant then passes through 
the radiator system to dissipate this heat.  Of course, we all use antifreeze in our Packard engines 
so that they will not freeze and break in the winters.  This 50-50 mixture does the trick – but, the 
heat transfer of such is not as good as water – and not NEARLY as good as water plus Water 
Wetter. What happens is that the coolant is “against” this super-hot metal and it causes “surface 
boiling” right on the surface of the hot metal.  Where there is a “boiling bubble” the coolant is NOT 
against the hottest part of the metal and therefore does not transfer the heat to the coolant so as to 
“get rid” of it via the radiator system.

When one drains out the antifreeze and replaces such with water and Water Wetter, the heat 
transfer is much better as there is less – or none – of the bubbles caused by the boiling in the super-
hot areas.  The coolant therefore is against the hottest areas (not kept away by boiling bubbles) so 
that the heat transfer to the coolant works much better.  As I type this, I am looking at (reading the 
info on the back of) a bottle of Hyper Lube Super Coolant.  The example on the bottle says: 

“50-50 % antifreeze - engine temp is 228
With water only - temp down to 220
With water and HLSC - temp is 200” 

This is a substantial improvement!!!  From using these products, I have been impressed at the 
lower running temps of my old cars.  THIS STUFF WORKS!  The only hassle in draining out the 50-
50 in the spring is remembering to put it back in the fall.  'Tis MOST IMPORTANT to remember to 
put it back in the fall.  I write it on my calendar such that I CANNOT forget to put the 50-50 back in.  
Also, this gives us the perfect chance to CHANGE the 50-50 as we need to do from time to time.  
We always lose some coolant in the draining/catching process and some is not drained out of the 
motor when one does the draining.  So if we put back the stuff we drained out, some 100% 
antifreeze needs to be added to reach the desired low temp protection and to fully fill the cooling 
system.  This process is a good preventative plan such that we will not have overheating problems 
in our touring.  As I said prior, THIS STUFF WORKS!!



 

 

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
          REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packard event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2014   EVENTS
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USED  CARS

  June 1 -           Ft. Erie - Bridgeburg Car Show, Oaks Park  -  John Coté
  July  ?    -         Medina - Model Railroad Museum and fire Fighting Museum - Jim 

Galvin
  July 15 - 20       National Meet in Warren, OH.
  August 24 -      Founders’ Day Tour - Halton Hills - Steve Compton
  August 3 -       Car and Motorcycle Show - Ingersoll
  Aug. 31- Se. 5   8th Henry Joy Tour - Cooperstown, NY
  Sept. 21 -          Carlisle country Tour and BBQ - Gerry Hockin

1956 Packard 2 door hardtop.  Needs restoration but totally complete and low mileage.  White 
with red/black trim and red/white leather interior.  Located in a wrecking yard in Niagara region 
(stored inside) and comes with a rough parts car.  Price $10,000 for all.  John Coté has discovered 
the car so if interested, contact John who will direct you to the owner.  John can be reached at 905-
354-7145 or 905-708-2275.

WORTH  NOTING
Dear Mr. Wells: My husband (Norman) and I owned a 1930 Packard Phaeton model 745.  He 
passed away 2 years ago in February.  Before he died he had sent a check in the amount of 
$2,765.00 to Mr. David Frear 9732 Pyramid Highway 303, Sparks NV 89441 (Phone 775-335-
6353) for a Packard carburetor for this car.  He never received it.  Shortly before his death he 
contacted Mr. Frear and was told that the carburetor was not finished.  Going thru his desk after his 
death I found all the paper work and contacted Mr. Frear.  He said no, he had not sent it, and he was 
still building them so I assumed he meant more than just what my husband ordered and never 
received.  I have called him every month from May 2013 to the end of October 2013, he says he will 
send a check next week.  I have yet to receive anything.  The reason I am emailing you is I wonder 
if any other Packard Club members have had the same experience as I have had.  I would 
appreciate hearing from you if you have any information on this individual.
Best Regards.  Barbara Oliver.  Lewiston, New York

POSSIBLE NEW READING MATERIAL
Chris Day of Montreal is thinking about reprinting the complete 1938 Packard Sales Catalogue for 
the 110 - Eight models. This would cost somewhere in the range of $70 and would be in full colour 
as the original. If interested, please contact Chris at  or 450 653-3095.  Other PAC crday@aei.ca
Clubs please copy.

1953 Packard Cavalier 4 door sedan, std shift w/ overdrive, runs 
good. Interior re-done including trunk. Excellent chrome. Southern 
car with rust free body. Wide whitewalls. Car cover. All instruments 
function. Radio does not but power antenna does. Clock does not. 
Has electric fuel pump. Car starts easy, hot or cold. $7500.00. Call 
Bob  @ 716-694-9830 o r  ema i l :  toycarsg t@ao l .com

mailto:crday@aei.ca
mailto:toycarsgt@aol.com
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