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A proud Gerry shows off the hardware for Best in Show with his 1932 Auburn 
th th

Speedster at the 4  Annual Cobble Beach Concours d'Elegance on September 18 .  

The car also won first place in the American Classics Open Class 1915-1948 and 

received the People's Choice Award.  Congratulations, Gerry!
        James Masters/The Owen Sound Sun Times/Postmedia 
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NIAGARA  PACKARDS  IS   ON-LINE!BACK
www.niagarapackards.ca 

Something different for a Year-End event that is 
easy to make and will, likely, disappear as soon 
as your guests arrive.

PARMESAN-STUFFED DATES

Parts List:
16 dates
1/4-pound hunk of good-quality Parmesan
A little good-quality olive oil and arugula 
leaves or parsley sprigs if you want to be 
fancy

Assembly:
Cut a slit in each date and remove the pit. 
With a dull knife cut random hunks of 
Parmesan (slightly larger than the size of an   
almond) off your block of cheese. 
Slip a piece of cheese into each date; if 
desired, garnish with olive oil and arugula or   
parsley. 

Makes 4 servings
Erika Lenkert. The Last-Minute Party Girl: Fashionable, 
Fearless, and Foolishly Simple Entertaining :

All eyes were on the radiant bride as her father escorted her 
down the aisle.    They reached the altar and the waiting 
groom; the bride  kissed  her father and placed something in 
his hand.  The guests in the front pews responded with 
ripples of laughter. Even the pastor smiled broadly.   As her 
father gave her away in marriage, the bride gave him back 
his credit card.    
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DIRECTOR'S  MESSAGE

Well, fall has come and gone and we never did get around to a fall tour.  Since Lyndsay's weddings 
here and in England, I have been very busy and out of the country at times.  I understand I missed 
some great fall colour.  We can and will plan events for next year.  However, we have planned a 
great year windup at Lake House Restaurant in Vineland.  With limited seating, please sign up early 
and expect a great evening with our Packard folk over fine food, wine and great stories.

See you there.

Gerry

CHRISTMAS - YEAR END PARTY
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27

LAKE HOUSE RESTAURANT
3100 N Service Rd., Vineland, L0R 2E0

5:00 – Attitude Adjustment, (if needed)
5:30 – Sit down dinner

If attending, you must contact Brian Stouck (905 562-4918) or 
Doug Wells (519 836-6253 ) before Nov. 18.  Limited seating.



 Cobble  Beach  Concourse dʼElegance 
A Participant’s View - Lorne Dickie

         
Like many others I first read about the Cobble Beach Concourse d’Elegance in Old Autos a 
few years ago.  An impressive show, lots of exceptional vehicles, on a spectacular setting 
– in short an event for truly concourse vehicles.  I thought that I should accept the invitation 
to join a couple of friends on a day-trip to the Bruce Peninsula.  However, before fulfilling 
this intention, I was being encouraged to apply as a participant in the show.  Knowing 
several who had participated in the event with cars they drive regularly, and who had 
nothing but praise for the event, I sent in my application last November and made hotel 
reservations at the same time. 

Preparation consisted of a good clean-up and touch-up of the PRTTYLDY that I normally 
do over the winter, plus checking out fully that everything was operational.  I’m sure Don 
Oakes would not have sold me a car with non-functioning windshield wipers and since I 
believe I had never used them, they must have become seized over time.  The 
recommendation to give the wiper motor a couple of squirts of WD40 in the vacuum port 
had them doing the job again.

The Cobble Beach Concours d’Elegance “Two Nation’s Tour” began on Tuesday, 
September 13 in Indianapolis and arrived at Cobble Beach on Friday afternoon where 
participants joined the “main event only” entrants on Saturday for the optional tour across 
the Bruce Peninsula.  The tour of approximately 90 km with three stops on the way was 
conducted in the rain, sometimes heavy, and was a challenge to all – especially those 
lacking side-curtains or other similar conveniences. 

Cobble Beach Concours d’Elegance is a Cobble Beach fundraiser for Sunnybrook 
Hospital and various Owen Sound area charities.  On-site events, in addition to the show 
vehicles, included test–drives of new Cadillacs, and the very popular Museum tent.  The 
Saturday afternoon program featured a seminar presented by Hagerty – “The Future of 
Full Classics”, followed by the first female driver in the Indy 500, Lyn St. James, presenting 
“View from the Cockpit”.  The unofficial program starred participants from the morning tour 
washing Sable Beach sand from their cars, sponging water from the interior of their 
vehicles, and trying to comprehend how so much grime could accumulate on a car that 
had been out in the rain for over five hours.

The Saturday ‘Kick-off Reception and Dinner’ attendees included event organizers and 
officials, participants, judges, sponsors and special guests.  Margaret and I were joined at 
dinner by Tom and Donna Tuls of Holland, Michigan whom we had met at the Traverse City 
PAC National Meet in June and who were showing their 1931 Packard 840 Roadster.  Our 
table also included two judges, and a motorcycle participant.  At dinner I discovered that 
judges are a widely versed fraternity.  Backgrounds include owners, mechanics, 
appraisers, restorers, historians, automotive teachers and combinations thereof.  Most 
have been Board members of various auto associations.  Although there is no formal 
certification or accreditation, I was most impressed with their knowledge and experience.  
And there were more stories.  It was a wonderful evening of fine food and good company.
At six-thirty Sunday morning I was following, in the darkness, a golf cart on its winding way 
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thalong the 18  fairway toward the clubhouse.  An attendant directed me precisely (within a 
couple of inches) to my pre-assigned parking position for the show.  All participants had to 
be signed in with their Class Host and have their vehicle in place by 8:00.  The Concours 
opened to the public and judging began at 9:00.

The weather was perfect, the public interested, informed and highly appreciative of the 
twenty classes of about 110 vehicles on display.  All show cars attend by approved-
application or by invitation.  Purists may claim that vehicles driven for enjoyment are not 
true concourse vehicles as their condition is not as good as or better than when they left 
the factory.  All cars appeared to be highly attractive and well-appointed examples 
requiring a trained eye to spot incorrect features.  Judging concluded at 11:30 with the 
Awards Presentation beginning at 2:15.  The three winners of each class and award 
winners singly crossed a staging area for individual presentation. 
                                   
Class 4  - Classic Packards 1925-1948 Winners were: (1) 1931 Packard 840 Roadster – 
Tom Tuls, Holland MI.  After a varied early history, including being used as a ‘push car’ for a 
repair shop, this Rollston-Bodied Roadster was stored for 52 years before being 
purchased in 2012 by Mr.Tuls.  After a full 2 ½  year restoration by Sunray Restorations, it 
has won several prestigious awards; (2) 1935 Packard 1207 Dietrich-Bodied Coupe 
Roadster -  Brent Merrill, Toronto, ON.  Delivered new to the Packard Ontario Motor Car 
Company of Toronto, the vehicle is fully restored to original.  It is one of only six such V12 
cars remaining, and is the only known example to have a rear-mounted spare tire and 
trunk; (3) 1932 Packard 905 Dual-Cowl Phaeton – Doug Cadman, Courtland, ON.  This 
car was purchased by John McMullen who commissioned Fran Roxas of Illinois to restore 
the car for entry in the Pebble Beach Concourse d’Elegance where it won its class as well 
as most elegant open car.  Mr. Cadman purchased the car in April 2016; (Tom Thomson 
Award Winner) 1936 Packard Twelve Victoria – Lloyd Needham, London, ON.  This was a 
one-owner car before being displayed in a large Salt Lake City museum for approximately 
30 years.  A restoration was completed by RM Restorations in the spring of 2016. Cobble 
Beach was the car’s first show.

As we left Cobble Beach Club House at the end of the After-Glow evening Rosemary 
McLeese was at the door to bid us farewell and to thank us for coming.  Her husband, Rob, 
is the Chairman of Cobble Beach.  Friday afternoon we were sitting in our car having just 
registered when he came over, introduced himself, welcomed us, thanked us for coming, 
and admired the PRTTYLDY.  Throughout the event Rob was there to welcome guess to 
events, drive the lead car on the tour and buy participants ice cream, introduce speakers, 
present awards and talk to as many of his guests as he could.  I have never met more 
genuine or gracious hosts than Rob and Rosemary.  They ensured that we knew the 
valuable role we each played in this charity event.  Although we had been told how much 
we would enjoy Cobble Beach Concours d’Elegance, our experience exceeded our 
expectations.
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Ralph Hart passed away on Oct. 6 at home.  Survived by wife Marguerite and children 

Brian, Michael and Sarah and other relatives.  Ralph had joined Niagara Packards this 

spring and was on our Spring tour of Waterloo County.  Our condolences are extended to 

the family.
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MORE ON THE FOURTH CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE
Editor

This Concours had about 120 cars in 20 categories and the judges had their work cut out 

selecting the class winners.  One unique occurrence, according to Cobble Beach 

president Rob McLeese, was the reuniting of Jim Lamb with a car that he had owned 60 

years previously – a 1935 Packard 1207 Dietrich-bodied coupe roadster.  This is a 

unusual Packard V 12 as it was assembled in Windsor and delivered new to Toronto.  

Present owner, Torontonian Brent Merrill, reports that it was a rare build for the Canadian 

plant.

Some of the attention paid to 

Gerry's Auburn.

The Auburn easing up to 

the Awards Area.
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The 1935 Packard 1207 Dietrich-

bodied coupe roadster undergoing 

water tests on the Saturday tour and, 

dried off, on display on Sunday.

Other fine Packard products on 

display.

The long trunk lid as well as 

the long hood of Lorne 

Dickie's '55 Caribbean, to 

say nothing about the dash 

area.



 

 

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
      REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packards event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2016   EVENTS
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USED  CARS

  

Sunday November 27 - A Year-Ending Party!  Come and toast 2016 Good-Bye with

   your Packardite friends on Sunday, November 27th as we head into

   the Christmas holiday season.  Be at Lake House Restaurant for a

   5:30 dinner time.  Attitude Adjustment time, if needed, 5:00.

Bring your ideas for 2017 our Touring Season.

Ted Powell is having a fire sale of his cars for sale, including the following Packard models - 1940 
grey Packard 160 with Factory A/C, 1953 black Packard Patrician, 1956 yellow and white Packard 
400, 1956 green Packard Patrician, 1955 gold Packard Patrician.  He has enjoyable tales about all 
his cars.  Why not call Ted, have a chat and make an/some offers?   905 772-5387. 

How come it takes so little time for a child who is afraid of the dark to become a teenager who 
wants to stay out all night?

1940 Parts For Sale.  Many senior parts – rebuilt carburetor, overdrive units and electric regulator, 

points, condensers, plugs, sealed beam headlights, dash bulbs, fan belts, rebuilt water pump, 

NOS voltage regulators, steering column, outside door handles, radio parts, oil filters, 7.00 x 16 

tubes, hub cap (like new), front fender parking light units, rear fender light units and much more.

Doug Wells.  See P. 2 for contact information.
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