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WHAT WE ARE ALL LONGING FOR!
(Warm weather and sunshine)

Chris and Wendy Day out for a warm, sunny day cruise in their 1938 convertible coupe. This
car is the product of a decade-long restoration (1995 - 2005) and shows itself off very well at a
car show in the Montreal area.
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BRAISED CHICKEN WITH ASPARAGUS, PEAS
& MELTED LEEKS
Parts List:
2 medium leeks, white and light-green parts only, cut crosswise into 1/3-inch rounds
1/4 cup olive oil, divided
2 teaspoons kosher salt, divided
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, plus more
2 teaspoons whole fennel seeds
8 bone-in chicken thighs (about 4 pounds)
1/2 cup dry white wine
1 1/2 cups low-sodium chicken broth
3/4 pound medium asparagus, trimmed, cut crosswise in half and on the bias
2 cups shelled fresh peas (from about 2 pounds pods) or frozen peas, thawed
1 tablespoon plus 1/2 teaspoon finely grated lemon zest, divided
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
3 tablespoons chopped dill
Assembly:
Rinse leeks well, separating layers, then pat dry; otherwise, leave rounds intact.
Heat 2 Tbsp. oil in a large skillet over medium-high until hot but not smoking. Add
leeks in a single layer; season with 1/4 tsp. salt and a pinch of pepper. Reduce heat
to low and cook, turning once, until leeks are lightly golden, 16–18 minutes. Transfer
leeks to a plate; reserve skillet.
Lightly crush fennel seeds with the bottom of a heavy skillet or pot. Pat chicken
thighs dry with paper towels and season with fennel, 1 1/2 tsp. salt, and 1/4 tsp.
pepper. Heat remaining 2 Tbsp. oil in a 5–7-qt. Dutch oven or large wide saucepan
over medium-high. Cook thighs, skin side down, until well-browned, 12–14 minutes.
Transfer skin side up to a plate. Pour off and discard fat.
Add wine to pot, bring to a simmer, and cook, scraping up bits from bottom of pot, 1
minute. Add broth and return chicken skin side up to pot. Lower heat to medium-low,
cover pot, and cook until chicken is cooked through, 15–18 minutes.
Meanwhile, combine asparagus, peas, and 2 Tbsp. water in reserved skillet, cover,
and cook over medium heat until asparagus is crisp-tender, about 5 minutes.
Remove from heat. Add 1/2 tsp. lemon zest, remaining 1/4 tsp. salt, and a pinch of
pepper; stir gently to just combine.
Divide chicken, asparagus mixture, and reserved leeks among large shallow bowls.
Bring broth to a simmer, add lemon juice, then ladle into bowls. Top with dill and
remaining 1 Tbsp. lemon zest.
Epicurius:2016 04

SPRING BREAK-IN RUN
CRUISIN' HOME CAR SHOW
Head Office of Home Hardware – Henry St.
2 – 6 pm
ST. JACOBS
Sat. May 27 (Rain Date May 28)
Admission – one new stuffed toy

Join the Packard crowd at this well-attended car show in one of Ontario's
trendiest villages with much Mennonite heritage and trendy stores.
Since the Show doesn't start until 2 pm, come early, stroll King Street with its
many shops have lunch at one of the restaurants listed below and then drive to
Henry Street. After the car show, you may eat at any of the many restaurants in
the St. Jacobs-Waterloo area.
Jack's Family Restaurant

At The Crossroads Restaurant

Benjamin Rd, Waterloo, ON N2V 2J9. 226-240-8367
Family restaurant
Located in the St Jacobs market district

384 Arthur St S, Elmira, ON N3B 2P4. 519-669-8117
Mennonite Smorgasbord – Food mit der schmecks!

DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
This Newsletter is late due to many factors, but the weather has been so backward that signs of
spring are scarce and the urge to get the Packards out and rolling is not strong. However, we must
be optimistic that the weather will soon warm up and that urge will turn into action as you get your
antique iron out and humming down the road.
This brings me to our first event. We have a great opportunity to show off our cars at the Cruisin'
Home show in St. Jacobs on May 27th. Doug has picked out two restaurants close by for lunch or
dinner, depending on when you arrive. He likes German food and recommends The Crossroads in
Elmira, especially for dinner. If you are going to this event, give Doug a call.
I'll be looking for you at my place on July 22 for a short driving tour and a pot luck dinner by the
pool. More details in the July Newsletter as the Club gets back to a regular routine.
nd

Gerry at
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CITROEN ADVERTISING AND THE 2CV
deux chevaux-vapeur = two steam horses

How's this for reverse advertising? At a time in the Seventies when Madison Avenue covered their
ads with colourful superlatives about almost everything in, on or under a new model but no
technical details, Citroën did the opposite and likely saved a lot of ink. Except for the apparent
negativity, the ad is tongue-in-cheek understated and reminds me of Packard ads in the Twenties
and Thirties when their ads were superbly understated, if not humorous. Their clientele knew the
product and 'nuts and bolts' advertising was only needed to introduce new models, like the 120.
This Citroën ad is eye-catching and uses the adage – white space sells.
Now for some history of the 2CV
The Citroën 2CV is an air-cooled, front-engine, front-wheel-drive economy car introduced at the 1948 Paris
Auto Show and manufactured by Citroën. Conceived by Citroën Vice-President Pierre Boulanger to
help motorize the large number of farmers still using horses and carts in 1930s France, unlike
Packard that was selling to the affluent, already-motorized, the 2CV had to catch the eye of the
French farmer. It needed to feature low cost; simplicity of overall maintenance; an easily serviced
air-cooled engine; low fuel consumption; and an extremely long-travel suspension offering a soft
ride and light off-road capability. Often called "an umbrella on wheels", the fixed-profile convertible
bodywork featured a full-width, canvas, roll-back sunroof, which accommodated oversized loads
and until 1955, reached almost to the car's rear bumper.
Manufactured in France between 1948 and 1989 (and in Portugal from 1989 to 1990), over 3.8
million 2CVs were produced, along with over 1.2 million small 2CV-based vans. Citroën ultimately
offered several mechanically identical variants including the Ami (over 1.8 million); the Dyane
(over 1.4 million); the Acadiane (over 250,000); and the Méhari (over 140,000). In total, Citroën
manufactured almost 9 million 2CV, including variants.
A 1953 technical review in Autocar described "the extraordinary ingenuity of this design, which is
undoubtedly the most original since the Model T Ford". In 2011, The Globe and Mail called it a "car
like no other". The motoring writer L. J. K. Setright described the 2CV as "the most intelligent
application of minimalism ever to succeed as a car", and a car of "remorseless rationality".
In 1934, family-owned Michelin Tire Company, being the largest creditor, took over the bankrupt
Citroën company. The new management ordered a market survey that revealed that the rural
population could not yet afford cars. Citroën used the survey results to prepare a design brief for a
low-priced, rugged "umbrella on four wheels" that would enable four people to transport 50 kg (110
lb) of farm goods to market at 50 km/h (30 mph), if necessary across muddy, unpaved roads. In fuel
economy, the car would use no more than 3 l/100 km (95 mpg). One design requirement was that
the customer could drive a basket of eggs across a freshly ploughed field without breaking them.
In 1936, the vice-president of Citroën and chief of engineering and design, sent the brief to his
design team at the engineering department. The TPV (Toute Petite Voiture — "Very Small Car")
was to be developed in secrecy at Michelin facilities at Clermont-Ferrand and at Citroën in Paris,
by the design team who had created the Traction Avant. An over-riding goal was to reduce the
weight to targets that his engineers thought impossible. The race car engineer in charge of the
TPV project was Lefèbvre who had designed and raced Grand Prix cars. His specialty was
chassis design and he was particularly interested in maintaining contact between tires and the
road surface. (How novel!) By the end of 1937 20 TPV experimental prototypes had been built
and tested. The prototypes had only one headlight, all that was required by French law at the time.
Two years later 47 prototypes had been built and was ready for market. These prototypes used
aluminium and magnesium parts and had water-cooled flat twin engines with front-wheel drive.
The suspension system used front leading arms and rear trailing arms, connected to eight torsion
bars beneath the rear seat: a bar for the front axle, one for the rear axle, an intermediate bar for
each side, and an overload bar for each side. The front axle was connected to its torsion bars by
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cable. The overload bar came into play when the car had three people on board, two in the front
and one in the rear, to support the extra load of a fourth passenger and fifty kilograms of luggage.
Torsion Level, anyone? In mid-1939 a pilot run of 250 cars was produced and on 28 August 1939
the car received approval for the French market.
On September 3,1939 France declared war on Germany following that country's invasion of
Poland. An atmosphere of impending disaster led to the cancellation of the 1939 motor show less
than a month before it was scheduled to open. The launch of the 2CV was abandoned. Michelin
(Citroën's main shareholder) and Citroën managers decided to hide the TPV project from the
Nazis, fearing some military application as in the case of the future Volkswagen Beetle,
manufactured during the war as the military Kübelwagen. By
1941, after an increase in aluminum prices of forty percent, an
internal report at Citroën showed that producing the TPV postwar would not be economically viable, given the projected further
increasing cost of aluminum. So the company redesigned the car
to use mostly steel flat panels instead. In early 1944 the decision
was made to abandon the water-cooled two-cylinder engine
already developed and an air-cooled two-cylinder engine was
designed and a four-gear transmission in which the fourth was
overdrive. The increased number of gear ratios also helped to
pull the extra weight of changing from light alloys. Other changes
included seats with tubular steel frames with rubber band springing.
The development and production of what was to become the 2CV was also delayed by the
incoming 1944 Socialist French government, after the liberation by the Allies. The five-year Plan
Pons to rationalize car production amid scarce resources, only allowed Citroën the upper middle
range of the car market, with its Traction Avant. Only one hundred thousand of the two million prewar cars were still on the road.
Citroën unveiled the 2CV car at the Paris Salon on October 7, 1948. The car on display was nearly
identical to the 2CV Type A that would be sold the next year, but it lacked an electric starter, the
addition of which was decided the day before the opening of the Salon, replacing the pull cord
starter. The canvas roof could be rolled completely open. The Type A had one stop-light, and was
only available in grey. The fuel level was checked with a dip stick/measuring rod, and the
speedometer was attached to the windscreen pillar. The only other instrument was an ammeter.
In 1949 the first delivered 2CV Type A was 375 cc, 9 hp, with a 65 km/h (40 mph) top speed, only
one tail light and windscreen wiper with speed shaft drive; the wiper speed was dependent on the
driving speed. One writer observed the car was the work of a designer who has kissed the lash of
austerity with almost masochistic fervour.
Despite critics, Citroën was flooded with customer orders at the show. The car had a great impact
on the lives of the low-income segment of the population in France. The 2CV was a commercial
success: within months of it going on sale, there was a three-year waiting list, which soon
increased to five years. At the time a second-hand 2CV was more expensive than a new one
because the buyer did not have to wait. Production was increased from 876 units in 1949 to 6,196
units in 1950. In 1951 the 2CV received an ignition lock and a lockable driver's door with
production reaching 100 cars a week. By the end of 1951 production totalled 16,288. Citroën
introduced the 2CV Fourgonnette van. The "Weekend" version of the van had collapsible,
removable rear seating and rear side windows, enabling a tradesman to use it as a family vehicle
on the weekend as well as for business in the week.
Cont’d. in next issue.
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MORE ON THE NEW AGM BATTERIES
This is an update on the new Absorbed Glass Mat batteries by Montreal member, Chris Day who
after reading the article in the January Newsletter, contacted the author, Bob Ferrand of Motor City
Packards. After some correspondence, this is the reply that Chris sent and he has allowed us to
reprint it here.
I found your article about batteries reproduced in the January Niagara Packard News most
interesting, particularly the information on the AGM type batteries.
A friend in Texas who races Mini-Coopers recommended it to me, as the racing fraternity like this
type that does not leak acid if the car turns over, plus that it has bags of amps available.
I have been using the Optima 6-volt Red Top battery in my 1938 Packard Eight since April 2015 and
it has proved just superb. Lots of cold cranking amps during dodgy starts and never seem to run
down. It charges at 7. 25 volts that I set the regulator at, according to the instruction in the 1938/9
service manual. The Car Quest lead acid battery I fitted in 2005 when I was rebuilding the car
lasted about ten years which was quite good for the type of battery but then began to lose its
charge and would soon run down if the engine had to crank for more that a few seconds and did not
fire up. A couple of times it failed completely so out came the tow truck to get me home!
The difficulty with the Optima battery was simply getting it up to Montreal, Canada where I live.
Summit Racing in Ohio from whom I bought the battery do not ship batteries internationally so
would not send it up to Canada. I therefore had it drop-shipped to a gent I know in Burlington,
Vermont. He then found that the US Post Office, Fedex or DHL would not touch it! So I simply
drove down to Vermont one sunny morning, collected it and brought it back over the border paying
the Quebec 15% Goods & Service tax at the Canadian Customs - about $26CDN.
See pics attached of the battery installed in the standard battery tray under the driver's seat. Being
a bit lower in profile than the previous lead acid type, I fitted a chunk of plywood under the holddown strap to keep it in position.
All the best,
Chris Day, Montreal.
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DATE

2017 EVENTS

May 27 - Cruisin’ Home Car Show - See P. 3 for details.
July 22 - Tour and Pot Luck BBQ at Gerry’s. Quick tour around the neighbourhood and
back to Gerry’s for a BBQ. Meat provided. BRING salads, appetizers, desserts
and a friend.
August 13 - Tour to the automobilia collection of Dan & Roseann Gernatt, South Dayton,
NY. Multi-club event. You must pre-order a $20 wristband per person to
attend underwritten by Club. Call Jim or Doug for details. More details in
next issue.
Fall - We’re thinking about it!

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packards event in any make of vintage/modern car.

1940 & 1955 Parts For Sale. Many senior parts – rebuilt carburetors, overdrive units and electric
regulator, points, condensers, plugs, sealed beam headlights, dash bulbs, fan belts, rebuilt water
pump, NOS voltage regulators, steering column, outside door handles, radio parts, oil filters, hub
cap (like new), front fender parking light units, rear fender light units, ‘55 starter, generator and
much more.
Doug Wells. See P. 2 for contact information.

USED CARS
Ted Powell is having a fire sale of his cars for sale, including the following Packard models - 1940
grey Packard 160 with Factory A/C, 1953 black Packard Patrician, 1956 yellow and white Packard
400, 1956 green Packard Patrician, 1955 gold Packard Patrician. He has enjoyable tales about all
his cars. Why not call Ted, have a chat and make an/some offers? 905 772-5387.
1955 Packard 400. Rebuilt 1996-99 – body, paint, upholstery, engine, chrome. Engine and
transmission rebuilt 2005. Needs a new home with healthy owner. Doug Wells. See P. 2 for
contact information.
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