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HAPPY    NEW    YEAR

Let's turn the clock back 70 years to 1948 and imagine being able to buy a new Packard as 
advertised above.  Besides, it's raining there and after the past two-plus weeks of sub-zero 

weather, it's an invitation to dream warmer thoughts.
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NIAGARA  PACKARDS  ON-LINEIS  
www.niagarapackards.ca 

CURRIED LENTIL, TOMATO, AND COCONUT SOUP
 
Parts List:
2 tablespoons virgin coconut oil or extra-virgin olive oil
1 medium onion, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, finely chopped
1 (2 1/2") piece ginger, peeled, finely grated
1 tablespoon medium curry powder
1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
3/4 cup red lentils
1 (14.5-ounce) can crushed tomatoes
1/2 cup finely chopped cilantro, plus leaves with tender stems 
for serving
Kosher salt, freshly ground pepper
1 (13.5-ounce) can unsweetened coconut milk, shaken well
Lime wedges (for serving)

Assembly:
Heat oil in a medium saucepan over medium. Cook onion, 
stirring often, until softened and golden brown, 8–10 minutes. 
Add garlic, ginger, curry powder, and red pepper flakes and 
cook, stirring, until fragrant, about 2 minutes. Add lentils and 
cook, stirring, 1 minute. Add tomatoes, ½ cup cilantro, a 
generous pinch of salt, and 2½ cups water; season with 
pepper. Set aside ¼ cup coconut milk for serving and add 
remaining coconut milk to saucepan. Bring mixture to a boil; 
reduce heat and simmer gently, stirring occasionally, until 
lentils are soft but not mushy, 20–25 minutes. Season soup 
with more salt and pepper if needed. 
To serve, divide soup among bowls. Drizzle with reserved 
coconut milk and top with more cilantro. Serve with lime 
wedges.
 
Yotam Ottolenghi. Bon Appetit : December 2017
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COLD ENOUGH FOR YOU?

DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

 A very Happy New Year to all and wishing you only the best in 2018.  We are off to a cold, snowy 
start to the year but before you know it, old car touring season will be here and we have some great 
ideas percolating which we know you'll enjoy.  Thanks to all those who were able to attend our pre-
Christmas get-together at Emma's Back Porch in Burlington.  We had a great turnout but aside 
from that, some people we hadn't seen for a while made for some really interesting conversations 
and Packard related story telling from the past.  We will have news of an upcoming spring social 
get together so hopefully we can keep our solid attendance figures going in the right direction.
 
I'd like to take this opportunity to congratulate Doug Wells on being recognised for the 2017 
Snodgrass Awards for continuing excellence in his editorial work.  Most would have noticed this 
announcement in a recent Cormorant News Bulletin but as a club, Doug, I know I speak for the 
entire membership in expressing our appreciation for the terrific job you do for us.

So stay tuned for our next Newsletter where we'll have our social opener and tour schedule 
outlined for you.

Gerry
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CHRISTMAS  PARTY  IN  BURLINGTON
Editor

th
There was no snow at our Christmas Party on November 18  but everyone who showed up drove 
through torrential rain and high winds.  That made us appreciate the warmth and comradery that 
followed in Emma's Club House that was well decorated with appropriate Muskoka motifs – moose 
heads, canoe, fishing poles and nets, and signs.  We had a great turnout of twenty considering the 
weather.  After everyone had gotten a beverage of choice, we formed into small groups to visit and 
exchange news.  Eventually menus appeared and 
then we gathered at tables and continued our 
gossiping until our orders were served.  Most present 
commented on the varied menu selections so that 
everyone enjoyed their choice.

Charlie Stahn had brought several pages of 
interesting photos and notes.  His '55 Patrician now 
resides in the Ottawa Valley with son David Stahn  in 
Cobden, at an excellent period house from the early 
1900s that interested everyone.  This material 
circulated before and during the dinner.

By the time we got ready to depart and had wished 
everybody a Merry Christmas, the weather had 
calmed a bit and the drives home were better that 
those coming to Burlington.

Annetta & Ralph Turner, who turned
90 the week before our party.

  Jim & Lisa Galvin

Gerry and Theresa McLaughlin

It takes too much energy to be against something unless it’s really important.
Madeleine L’Engle (1918 - 2007) 
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CHRISTMAS  PARTY  IN  BURLINGTON, Cont’d. 

The New BLUES BROTHERS
 aka Bradley & Gerry Hockin.

David Knight looking at Charlie Stahn's
         material, Charlie and Marion Stahn

Brian & Shirley Stouck, Richard Dick

Jeanie & Don Oakes

Doug & Nancy Wells Brian & Denise Sheeler
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UNUSUAL  SIGHTING
Brian Sheeler

Just to prove that the car does moves, I had the privilege of being invited to display my car at the 
Warplane Heritage Museum in Mt. Hope.  Turned out to be a great two-day event and met lots of 
other car enthusiasts.  Even ran into Brian Stouck and his wife Shirley.  SURPRISE  SURPRISE - 
the Packard and family made it there and back under its own power!

OWEN SHADNEY

thLong-time member Owen Shadney passed away in October in his 99  year in Richmond Hill.   
Predeceased by wives Helen Wawrow (32 Years) and Pearl Boljkovac (24 years).  Survived by six 
children and step-children, and five grandchildren and step-grandchildren.  Owen is most 
remembered in Packard circles for his 1930 Packard 745 Dietrich conv. sedan whose first owner 
was actor William Powell.  Owen and his Packard became 
famous in the movie "The Black Stallion" in which he 
chauffeured movie star Mickey Rooney.  Owen and his 
Packard were hosts to many dignitaries including The Right 
Honourable Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada 
and Governor General Roland Michener.  With his brother, 
Archie, he operated the Golden Steer, Hamilton's first steak 
house.  Owen had an amazing zest for life with interests in, 
besides fine cars, hockey and music.  Our sympathies are 
extended to his family.
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This article was sent to the editor by a friend.  I found it quite interesting and have included the 
follow-up parts for you to pursue.  Each part has several videos to expand on the themes.  Enjoy 
this thought-provoking series.  This article below is included in Redesigning the Industry, a six-
part Automotive News series exploring the future of a business in the throes of change.  Part I 
begins in the Nov. 6, 2017 issue with a focus on Predictions & Possibilities (Below).  Part 2 – 
Visionaries; Part 3 – Suppliers; Part 4 – Retail; Part 5 – The Food Chain; Part 6 – Postscript.

Cars are only going to go the way of the horse if the government forbids them and wages a campaign to 
eliminate them.  People love their cars because their cars are their freedom.  Autonomous vehicles will 

not be a revolution.  They will be the end of the revolution - when we have given up and submitted.   
What Lutz is predicting could cause serious social upheaval, blowback and governmental instability far 

worse than what we are experiencing today.
  

BOB LUTZ: KISS THE GOOD TIMES GOODBYE

Bob Lutz is a former vice chairman and head of product development at 
General Motors.  He also held senior executive positions with Ford, 
Chrysler, BMW and Opel. 

This article will be included in “Redesigning the Industry,” a six-part 
Automotive News series exploring the future of a business in the throes 
of change.  Part I begins in the Nov. 6 issue with a focus on “Predictions & 
Possibilities.”

It saddens me to say it, but we are approaching the end of the automotive era.

The auto industry is on an accelerating change curve. For hundreds of years, the horse was the 
prime mover of humans and for the past 120 years it has been the automobile.  Now we are 
approaching the end of the line for the automobile because travel will be in standardized modules.
The end state will be the fully autonomous module with no capability for the driver to exercise 
command.  You will call for it, it will arrive at your location, you'll get in, input your destination and go 
to the freeway.  On the freeway, it will merge seamlessly into a stream of other modules traveling at 
120, 150 mph.  The speed doesn't matter.   You have a blending of rail-type with individual 
transportation.

Then, as you approach your exit, your module will enter deceleration lanes, exit and go to your final 
destination.  You will be billed for the transportation.  You will enter your credit card number or your 
thumbprint or whatever it will be then.  The module will take off and go to its collection point, ready 
for the next person to call.  Most of these standardized modules will be purchased and owned by 
the Ubers and Lyfts and God knows what other companies that will enter the transportation 
business in the future.

A minority of individuals may elect to have personalized modules sitting at home so they can leave 
their vacation stuff and the kids' soccer gear in them.  They'll still want that convenience.  The 
vehicles, however, will no longer be driven by humans because in 15 to 20 years — at the latest — 
human-driven vehicles will be legislated off the highways.

The tipping point will come when 20 to 30 percent of vehicles are fully autonomous.  Countries will 
look at the accident statistics and figure out that human drivers are causing 99.9 percent of the 
accidents.  Of course, there will be a transition period.  Everyone will have five years to get their car 
off the road or sell it for scrap or trade it on a module.
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THE BIG FLEETS

CNBC recently asked me to comment on a study showing that people don't want to buy an 
autonomous car because they would be scared of it.  They don't trust traditional automakers, so 
the only autonomous car they'd buy would have to come from Apple or Google.  Only then would 
they trust it.  My reply was that we don't need public acceptance of autonomous vehicles at first. All 
we need is acceptance by the big fleets: Uber, Lyft, FedEx, UPS, the U.S. Postal Service, utility 
companies, delivery services.  Amazon will probably buy a slew of them.  These fleet owners will 
account for several million vehicles a year.  Every few months they will order 100,000 low-end 
modules, 100,000 medium and 100,000 high-end.  The low-cost provider that delivers the 
specification will get the business.

These modules won't be branded Chevrolet, Ford or Toyota.  They'll be branded Uber or Lyft or 
whoever else is competing in the market.  The manufacturers of the modules will be much like 
Nokia — basically building handsets.  But that's not where the value is going to be in the future. The 
value is going to be captured by the companies with the fully autonomous fleets.

THE END OF PERFORMANCE

These transportation companies will be able to order modules of various sizes — short ones, 
medium ones, long ones, even pickup modules.  But the performance will be the same for all 
because nobody will be passing anybody else on the highway.  That is the death knell for 
companies such as BMW, Mercedes-Benz and Audi. That kind of performance is not going to 
count anymore.

In each size vehicle, you will be able to order different equipment levels.  There will be basic 
modules, and there will be luxury modules that will have a refrigerator, a TV and computer 
terminals with full connectivity.  There will be no limit to what you can cram into these things 
because drinking while driving or texting while driving will no longer be an issue

The importance of styling will be minimized because the modules in the high-speed trains will have 
to be blunt at both ends.  There will be minimum separation in the train.  Air resistance will be 
minimal because the modules will just be inserted into the train and spat out when you get close to 
your exit. 

THE FUTURE OF DEALERS?

Unfortunately, I think this is the demise of automotive retailing as we know it.  Think about it: A 
horse dealer had a stable of horses of all ages, and you would come in and get the horse that suited 
you.  You'd trade in your old horse and take your new horse home.  Car dealers will continue to 
exist as a fringe business for people who want personalized modules or who buy reproduction 
vintage Ferraris or reproduction Formula 3 cars.  Automotive sport — using the cars for fun — will 
survive, just not on public highways.  It will survive in country clubs such as Monticello in New York 
and Autobahn in Joliet, Ill.  It will be the well-to-do, to the amazement of all their friends, who still 
know how to drive and who will teach their kids how to drive.  It is going to be an elitist thing, though 
there might be public tracks, like public golf courses, where you sign up for a certain car and you go 
over and have fun for a few hours.  And like racehorse breeders, there will be manufacturers of 
race cars and sports cars and off-road vehicles. But it will be a cottage industry.

Yes, there will be dealers for this, but they will be few and far between.  People will be unable to 
drive the car to the dealership, so dealers will probably all be on these motorsports and off-road 
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dude ranches.  It is there where people will be able to buy the car, drive it, get it serviced and get it 
repainted.  In the early days, those tracks may be relatively numerous, but they will decline over 
time.
So, auto retailing will be OK for the next 10, maybe 15 years as the auto companies make 
autonomous vehicles that still carry the manufacturer's brand and are still on the highway.  But 
dealerships are ultimately doomed.  And I think Automotive News is doomed.    Car and Driver is 
done; Road & Track is done.  They are all facing a finite future.  They'll be replaced by a magazine 
called Battery and Module read by the big fleets.

The era of the human-driven automobile, its repair facilities, its dealerships, the media surrounding 
it — all will be gone in 20 years.

 TODAY'S AUTOMAKERS?

The companies that can move downstream and get into value creation will do OK.  But unless they 
develop superior technical capability, the manufacturers of the modules, the handset providers, if 
you will, will have their specifications set by the big transportation companies.
The fleets will say, "We want a module of a certain length, a certain weight and a certain range."
They will prescribe the mileage and the acceleration and take bids.  

Automakers, if they are smart, may be able to adapt.  General Motors sees the handwriting on the 
wall. It has created Maven and has bought into Cruise Automation and Lyft.  It doesn't want to be 
the handset provider.  It wants to be the company that creates the value and captures the value, 
and it is making the right moves to be around when the transition occurs.

I think probably everybody sees it coming, but no one wants to talk about it.  They know they will be 
OK for a few years if they keep providing superior technology, superior design and have good 
software for autonomous driving.  So, for a while, the autonomous thing will be captured by the 
automobile companies.  But then it's going to flip, and the value will be captured by the big fleets. 
This transition will be largely complete in 20 years.

I won't be around to say, "I told you so," though if I do make it to 105, I could no longer drive anyway 
because driving will be banned.  So my timing once again is impeccable.

LaVerne DeJONGE

After a courageous battle with cancer, LaVerne DeJonge died peacefully at the Juravinski Hospital 
on December 30, 2017. She was the beloved wife of John DeJonge and a devoted mother to 
Douglas (Suzie) and Nicole.  A memorial gathering at the DONALD V. BROWN FUNERAL HOME 
in Stoney Creek was held on Sat. Jan. 20.  Online condolences and notes of sympathy may be left 
a t  h t tp : / /dona ldvbrown.ca / t r ibu te /de ta i l s /6154 /LaVerne- - -DeJonge / se rv ice -
information.html#content-start.  John was a busy and generous member of our club for many 
years in the 1980s to the early 2000s.  Niagara Packards extends its members’ sympathies to 
John and his family.

http://donaldvbrown.ca/tribute/details/6154/LaVerne---DeJonge/service-information.html
http://donaldvbrown.ca/tribute/details/6154/LaVerne---DeJonge/service-information.html


 

 

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
      REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packards event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2018   EVENTS
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USED  CARS

                      

During these dark days of Winter, think about where 

you would sooner be driving your Packard 

in warmer weather - 

hence ideas for our 2018 Touring Season.

Please let us know.

Ted Powell is having a fire sale of his cars for sale, including the following Packard models - 1940 
grey Packard 160 with Factory A/C, 1953 black Packard Patrician, 1956 yellow and white Packard 
400, 1956 green Packard Patrician, 1955 gold Packard Patrician.  He has enjoyable tales about all 
his cars.  Why not call Ted, have a chat and make an/some offers?   905 772-5387. 

1940 Parts For Sale.  Many senior parts – rebuilt carburetor, overdrive units and electric regulator, 

points, condensers, plugs, sealed beam headlights, dash bulbs, fan belts, rebuilt water pump, 

NOS voltage regulators, steering column, outside door handles, radio parts, oil filters, hub cap (like 

new), front fender parking light units, rear fender light units and much more.

Doug Wells.  See P. 2 for contact information.
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