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STRAWBERRY PIE
Parts List:
1 qt. fresh strawberries
1 cup white sugar
3 tbsp corn starch
¾ cup water
½ cup heavy cream

Assembly:

Arrange half of strawberries in baked pastry shell. Mash 
remaining berries and combine with sugar in a medium 
saucepan. Place saucepan over medium heat and bring to a 
boil, stirring frequently. 

In a small bowl, whisk together cornstarch and water. 
Gradually stir cornstarch mixture into boiling strawberry 
mixture. Reduce heat and simmer mixture until thickened, 
about 10 minutes, stirring constantly. Pour mixture over 
berries in pastry shell. Chill for several hours before serving. 

In a small bowl, whip cream until soft peaks form. Serve each 
slice of pie with a dollop of whipped cream. 

Per Serving: 265 calories; 10.9 g fat; 41.9 g carbohydrates; 
1.5 g protein; 20 mg cholesterol; 109 mg sodium.

Allrecipes.com
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DIRECTOR'S  MESSAGE

I think I'm safe in saying fair weather lies ahead and the old car tour season is upon us, finally. Many 
thanks to Chris Bullock for making our first car-related event of the year such a huge success.  

stChris did a great job organizing an April 21  tour of the Canadian Automotive Museum in Oshawa 
followed by a guided tour of The Parkwood Estate, home of the R. S. McLaughlin family of 
McLaughlin-Buick fame.  It was one of the first nice spring days of the year and over 20 of our 
members came out for a great day.  Following the tours, we dined at what apparently is an Oshawa 
landmark eatery, Teddy's Restaurant and all I can say is that we all came to understand why there 
was such a line-up to get in.  Fortunately, it was a fast-moving line and I'm certain everyone 
enjoyed the experience.  We will be covering off our next event with a separate flyer as well so stay 
tuned for that. In the meantime, get your Packard or Brand X, dusted off and tuned up; we'll see you 
out there.

Gerry

JOHN'S  BIG  RIVER  CRUISE - SAT. MAY 26

See all the details on P. 4 – locations, times, food options.
Do check the enclosed flyers!

JIM'S   BUFFALO – HAMBURG  TOUR - SAT. JUNE 23

Meet at the Pierce Arrow Museum - 263 Michigan Ave.  At 1pm tour leaves to see Bob Berrit’s 
brass Packards and others, and then head to Hamburg Brewery for their huge model train 

layout and brewery tour and tasting.  Map at PA Museum.

Next month's Upside Down History Lesson coming in the July Newsletter.
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JOHN'S  BIG  RIVER  CRUISE

DILLERISMS

1. Whatever you may look like, marry a man your own age.  As your beauty fades,

so will his eyesight.
2.  Housework can't kill you, but why take a chance?

3.  The reason women don't play football is because 11 of them would never
 wear the same outfit in public.

4.  Best way to get rid of kitchen odours: Eat out.

5.  What I don't like about office Christmas parties is looking for a job the next day.

6.  The reason the golf pro tells you to keep your head down is so 
you can't see him laughing.

_______________________________________



OSHAWA  TOUR

April 21, 2018 Niagara Packards Meet
Chris Bullock

 
It was a beautiful day in Oshawa, sunny and warm, for the first time this spring.  Twenty-one 
members showed up for a guided tour of The Canadian Automotive Museum, in Oshawa.  We 
were given an interesting and informative tour by museum volunteer, Valerie.  Covering two 
stories, the museum has a very eclectic collection with all cars being in the original condition as 
when they were donated or acquired.  The second floor consists of all Canadian-built cars.  Well 
worth the trip!

The second part of the tour was a guided tour of the first floor of Parkwood Estate, the home of R.S. 
McLaughlin, the son of the founder of McLaughlin Motor Company and the first President of 
General Motors of Canada.  The estate is now a National Historic Site.  We were not allowed to 
photograph the estate!  The home, built in 1917 boasts an indoor pool, squash court and bowling 
alley.  Many innovative features included a player pipe organ with over 100 rolls of music and 
control boxes placed strategically around the home.

It was a great day!

5 1903 Redpath

Close-up of Redpath Non Skid tread
 on early tire.

Lightning McQueen from Pixar film Cars

1914 Rolls Royce Ghost



Ray Pautz
A former Niagara Packards member, Ray passed away last autumn.  He was a founding member 
of East Grand Packards as that was closer to his home in Elmira.  He was a big booster for the East 
Grand Region.
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Yes, a Bugatti!

1908 Tudhope McIntyre

1925 Brooks Steamer, built in Stratford, ON

1909 Kennedy, built in Preston, 
ON.  Believed to be the only one 
in existence. Restored by Glenn 
Baechler 
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Hungry car people at Teddy’s in Oshawa.  
Since the OPP are still looking for 
speeders leaving Oshawa, names will 
not be released. 
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DAD'S  OLD  CHEVY   TRUCK

(Ed Note: This is a letter written by John and Jim Miles to their father, Bob, on Father's Day, 2013.)

June 16, 2013
Happy Father's Day
From John and Jim

In the summer of 1968, I was 12 years old and my Father, Bob Miles, 
was 37.  We lived in a rural area of Western New York, the Town of 
Lewiston, right on edge of Lake Ontario.  As I recall, my Dad and I were 
on one of many old car excursions.  We drove no more than 5 miles 
down the Ridge Road to look at a 1928 Chevrolet truck that had been 

converted many years ago into a farm truck 
and was now in repose.  All that was left of 
the Chevy was its cowl, fenders, radiator 
shell, frame, and running gear.  Basically, a 
frame clad in a wooden flat bed that the
 farmer would use to haul the pecks of fruit from the fruit orchards that 
surrounded us to his roadside stand.  The truck had not moved since 
the '50's, we were told. 

Bob was not a man concerned with impossibilities, so after stopping at 
the farmhouse to pay for the truck, our recovery of the old truck began.  
I was given an old coffee can to dredge water from a nearby creek and 
told to keep to keep some water in the bullet-holed radiator.  We had a 
can of gasoline usually used for the lawnmower and a bicycle pump to 

inflate the huge old flat tires.  Dad turned the 6V engine over with some cables and the 12-volt 
battery of our rescue car, checking the truck's vital signs.  Within a few minutes of tinkering, a “grab 
that wire and see if there's any spark” shock test for me on the old plug wires - he 'taught' each of his 
sons that trick.  The truck fired up and we drove it sputtering and leaking to the front porch of the old 
farm house.  The Chevy cost $10.00!  I can still remember the shock on the woman's face as she 
watched us drive away in the old wooden rig.

My Dad was hooked on old cars from an earlier era when his dad, Chet Miles, scrapped many cars, 
trucks, and other metal at his auto repair shop and scrap yard, much used for the war effort.  This 
yard later became Miles Foundry and Miles Auto Parts in Clarks Summit, PA.  The Foundry 
building still stands and Miles Auto Parts is still in business today, being managed by Bob's next 
younger brother, Tom Miles, 81.  Bob knows every detail, every subtle nuance, and many obscure 
details of many of the cars that have been rolling down our roads for the last century because of his 
experience of cutting many of them up to support the war effort.  His friends often use his 
knowledge when restoring their own cars.

Dad was a very successful businessman in the 70's and with 6 kids and a desire for a more 
rewarding and prosperous lifestyle, the old car hobby was a way for Bob to create a second 
income.  

A subscription to Hemming's magazine was a logical follow up to our entry into the old car arena.  
They were brown and wrapped in what looked like grocery bags to me.  We drove the old wooden 
'28 Chevy around our farm home, hauling wood trimmings, rocks, and just going for a ride.  Dad 
had it listed in Hemming's as a parts car and proceeded to sell it piece by piece until it was not 

The Miles children having 
fun with the remains of the 
the ‘28 Chev. 
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recognizable, but still driveable!  By the time he finally sold the remains of the truck he had made 
close to $1000.00 from the $10.00 initial investment.

In his search for old cars, we made many excursions around the Northeast.  A very nice 1932 
Packard was bought for $500.00 from a garage in Attica, NY.  A 1934 Cadillac V-16 dual cowl 
phaeton was acquired from a collector in Southern NY.  This 3-ton beast was towed home with a 
1949 Chevy pick up on a stock car trailer.  I was there too and still can't decide who was driving who 
through the hills and valleys of Western NY that night, my Dad or the 6000-pound Caddy on the 
now fractured old trailer.

This is just one of many such adventures that my Father, brother and I shared.  Going to get cars 
always involved a cigar, usually burning before dawn.  There was always the grease, snow, mud, 
or rain ground in or smeared all over everything we wore.  The homestretch involved being towed 
home, freezing or sweating in a car full of mice or bees with the occasional blow out of one of the 
old cracked and worn tires.  Keep in mind, as kids, we were 'driving' these old things as the cars 
pulling them were usually lighter than our 'new car'.  This is how we learned our hand signals and, 
also, most of our swear words.

My brother John, who was 6 years my junior, was a participant in many of our old car adventures, 
and we still have much to discuss as we meet Dad at the Fall Meet at Hershey every year!  
Imagine!  My Dad has been going to Hershey since 1968!  Even the old cars were not old yet.

Many cars were bought, fixed to running condition, driven by us on the farm roads surrounding our 
home, and then sold for a neat profit of a few hundred dollars each. There were Dodges, Packards, 
Cadillacs, Plymouths, Hupmobiles, Buicks, Pontiacs, Chevys, Hudsons, Lasalles, Oldsmobiles, 
Mercuries, even a Maxwell just like Jack Benny's.  As Bob bought old cars, fixed them into running 
condition and sold them, he developed a desire to keep and restore a few.  So he did, even winning 
a junior award for his 1942 Buick Roadmaster at the AACA Fall Meet.

Bob is 82 now, and on the last 2 trips to Hershey, he has sold a car.  He once sold nearly all of his 
cars and said there would be 'No More'!  Then, within a few weeks, Bob went out and bought a '48 
Plymouth, a Buick convertible and now a very nice 1934 Dodge rumble seat coupe.  You will see 
him driving around in one or the other at Hershey, Macungie, or any of the summer meets in and 
around Scranton, PA. 

Thanks to our Dad, Bob Miles, my brother and I and our friends and relatives are carrying on the old 
car tradition, and we are having fun just driving the old iron!  



 

 

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
      REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packards event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2018   EVENTS
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USED  CARS

Sat. May 26 - John Cot  is hosting a riverside drive from Niagara-on-the-Lake to é
Fort Erie.  Highlights include Gretzky Vinyard, Laura Secord House , and 
much more.  Full details on P. 4.

Sat. June23  -Jim Galvin is arranging a tour of the Hamburg Brewery, including its 
Model Railway.  Details on P.3.

July         Gerry is again hosting a mid-summer tour and barbecue at his estate.

Ted Powell is having a fire sale of his cars for sale, including the following Packard models - 1940 
grey Packard 160 with Factory A/C, 1953 black Packard Patrician, 1956 yellow and white Packard 
400, 1956 green Packard Patrician, 1955 gold Packard Patrician.  He has enjoyable tales about all 
his cars.  Why not call Ted, have a chat and make an/some offers?   905 772-5387. 

1955 Packard 400.  Rebuilt 1995-99. – body, paint, engine, 
upholstery, chrome.  Engine and transmission rebuilt 2015.  One of 
the featured cars in the 1999 Magnum Opus.  Needs a new, healthy 
driver.  Fire Opal and Jade White with matching red, white and black 
leather interior.  Doug Wells.  Contact info on P. 2.
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