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NIAGARA  PACKARDS  IS  BACK ON-LINE!
www.niagarapackards.ca

for Club updates and events, cars and parts 

MOM'S ZUCCHINI BREAD

Parts List:
· ·
· 3 cups all-purpose flour 
· 1 teaspoon salt 
· 1 teaspoon baking soda 
· 1 teaspoon baking powder 
· 1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 
· 3 eggs 
· 1 cup vegetable oil 
· 2 1/4 cups white sugar 
· 3 teaspoons vanilla extract 
· 2 cups grated zucchini 
· 1 cup chopped walnuts 

· ·
Assembly:

1. Grease and flour two 8 x 4 inch pans. Preheat oven 
to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C). 

2. Sift flour, salt, baking powder, soda, and cinnamon 
together in a bowl. 

3. Beat eggs, oil, vanilla, and sugar together in a large 
bowl. Add sifted ingredients to the creamed 
mixture, and beat well. Stir in zucchini and nuts until 
well combined. Pour batter into prepared pans. 

4. Bake for 40 to 60 minutes, or until tester inserted in 
the center comes out clean. Cool in pan on rack for 
20 minutes. Remove bread from pan, and 
completely cool. 

· Aluminum foil can be used to keep food moist, cook 
it evenly, and make clean-up easier.

all recipes Canada
V. Monte

http://www.niagarapackards.ca
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

This past year has proved challenging in terms of member participation in tours, so much 
so that your Board of Directors took pause in the fall to determine what we can be doing 
differently to get people out and involved.  Certainly, any research with respect to the old 
car hobby in general reveals that all clubs are faced with declining membership and on the 
flip side, an abundance of old car related events in which to participate.  By the numbers, 
Niagara Packards consistently maintained a paid membership averaging 60 members, 
with this having declined in the last few years to just under 40.

 What is encouraging is that our membership director, Wally Goodman, reported at last 
week's meeting that we have approximately 30 paid members for the 2018/2019 season 
thus far and that's without Wally getting down to his 'pay now' notices.  So obviously there 
is interest to continue and we'll work hard to re-energize and focus on our members.  We 
have decided to focus on putting together only 2-3 touring events over the old car touring 
season.  These events will be more highly promoted, both by email and by greater 
utilization of our website. The tours will be posted on the website well in advance so 
hopefully commitments to participate can be made in advance.  We'll also be utilizing the 
website more as a communication device with our members and prospective members.  
Your Board generally meets monthly in Burlington at Emma's Restaurant, and we'll 
continue to do that.  We welcome any members to come out to the monthly meeting and 
you have my word we will not con you in to a role, responsibility or fixed commitment; just 
come out and talk cars and ideas.  With greater emphasis on our website, we will be 
reducing our Newsletter to a quarterly publication.  Doug Wells has consistently done a 
great job on this for us, as expressed both by members and accolades from the National 
Club. But Doug can only do the great job that he does with input from our members.  So 
please get any articles of interest to Doug for Newsletter publication.  It's always great to 
hear from members on how they got interested in Packards, how they found their car or 
some unique Packard experience.  Do a quick writeup for Doug and send that to him along 
with a picture of your car.

Going forward, we will have a dinner get-together in the New Year to renew friendships and 
all things Packard.  Our planned spring opener is an RM focused over-nighter in Chatham, 
Ontario, including a tour of RM's shop and museum, a tour of Rob Myer's personal 
museum which includes the finest restored operating 1950's diner, an evening's stay at 
Chatham's Retro Suites boutique hotel with dinner at the hotel's Chilled Cork Restaurant.  
More to come!

All the best and a safe and enjoyable Holiday Season to all.
Gerry

 . . . and Treasurer Wally Goodman says -
 
  “PAY  YOUR  DUES, PLEASE.
  I need your money to pay Club expenses.”

  $20 for Email or $ 25 for paper copy of Newsletter
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100  YEARS  ON, THE  PHOENIX  IS  STILL  FLYING
THE ORIGINAL PRICE COULD HAVE BOUGHT NEARLY 30 MODEL T FORDS

Article by Jacqui Madelin

Robert Duncan doesn't seem 
the sort of bloke you'd glance 
twice at if you passed him on the 
street — unless he was at the 
wheel of his 1918 Packard.  Not 
that he drives his extraordinary 
car that often.  Normally it's 
stored at Wanaka's Wings and 
Wheels Museum.  However, on 
a visit to Wanaka, Driven was 
offered a drive - and we do 
mean driven.  All the cars at the 
museum are privately owned.  
This isn't the sort of museum 
where things go to die, so the 
Twin Six Packard - yes, it has 12 
cylinders under the hood - is 
ready to go when we are. 

Duncan bought the Packard about 10 years ago.  “It had gone from America to Australia,” he says, 
“and was customs-seized from a guy who brought 50 cars in and was under-declaring them.”  “We 
bought it from the man who bought it from customs - along with another, as a parts car.” It was a 
wreck, the body shell was sitting on the chassis, along with the engine block, and everything else 
was in boxes.  Duncan likes to keep things original and says all the running gear is original.  Half 
the panel work has been remade.  “It's 100 years old, for Christ's sake!”  The wood is new, and 
some parts had to be replaced.  The speaking tube the owners used to relay instructions to the 
chauffeur is genuine; but it didn't come with this car.  Duncan has a second Packard and is slowly 
sourcing bits for that. “Originally we had 175 per cent of two cars.” 

Fortunately, Duncan's a civil engineer by trade, and does much of the mechanical work himself. He 
says: “The wood was done by John Martin, at Cromwell, a retired teacher who now just does 
vintage car wood; the paint at Wanaka's Rodz and Restos, the upholstery by Steve Whitren, in 
Alexandra.  He says the nickel brightwork was done by Shiny Bits, in Geraldine.  “And any 
machining I couldn't do, was done by Barry Morgan, in Wanaka.”  You get the impression that with 
15 restored cars in Duncan's garage, all those guys are on speed dial.  The restoration took two 
years.  Duncan worked on the car in the evening and at weekends.
 
Although Packard built a number of these engines and chassis, this is one of only two made 
exactly like this.  It was a rich man's town car, costing US$7 200 when new, which back then would 
have bought the equivalent of 27.7 Model T cars.  The body was built to order from a coachbuilder. 
This one by Fleetwood boasts six “fenders”, or mudguards, and is a semi-collapsible landaulet — 
with the front seats open, where the chauffeur and footman would sit.  A hood lifts over the 
spacious rear, with its fold-down table, little drinks cabinet with slots for glasses, its two flower 
vases, built clock and fold-out dicky seat, for kids or maids. 



But we're up front - once the 6948cc motor has fired.  First, Duncan uses a wooden stick to check 
the petrol level, then he pressurises the fuel tank and pours a little petrol into each of six priming 
cocks, before turning the six switches to drop that fuel into six cylinders.  Then he checks the oil. 
There's no dip-stick; you turn a small tap and if oil pours on to the ground, it doesn't need topping 
up.  Once the oil is checked, he undoes the cap under the radiator-mounted temperature gauge to 
top up the water.  Finally, it fires, and we pull away.  At 67kW — a 2017 1.3-litre Toyota Yaris boasts 
63kW - there's not much power, but plenty of torque.  We're in top (third) gear from 16km/h, and we 
stay there at junctions, open-road speeds, the lot.
 
It cruises around 75km/h, could reputedly hit 145km/h, and engine braking is phenomenal, which 

is good, since the brakes oprate 
only on the rear wheels, the 
footbrake via a contracting band on 
the outside of the drum, with the 
handbrake applying conventional 
shoes inside – to slow 2.2 tons of 
car.  Oh, did I mention no power 
steering? 

And now it's my turn.  There's no 
synchro on the gears and, after 
fluffing the first change, we're away.  
We drive in top gear along the 
Wanaka waterfront and through 
town, ignoring the orders coming 
through the speaking tube from 
today's passengers.  We drive up a 
hill, still in top - by golly this thing's 
torquey - and into the countryside, 
the switch flicked to open the muffler 

for the full, rich rolling soundtrack, the semi-elliptic leaf springs as bouncy as you'd expect and the 
car inclined to wander over the road.  You have to get used to it and keep a light touch on the wheel. 
Finally, to my relief, given my bank account would be insufficient to meet a repair bill, we're back by 
the shed, and I'm wrestling it into reverse and backing 5.5m of 100-year-old car into the shadows.
 
Duncan says that when his car collection started to grow, his wife bought a calendar, added a car 
per month, and said that when he filled the year he could buy no more.  And now? “She's buying 
another calendar.” 
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  -  
This article is reproduced with permission from Driven - the motoring section of NZ Herald on 
Saturday November 25, 2017.  Many 'Thanks' to Brenda Davies of South Pacific Packard Club, NZ 
for allowing your editor to reprint it here for your enjoyment.
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The first five days after the weekend are the hardest.
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EDWARD  FRANKO

Edward Franko passed away in Webster, NY on June 2, 2018.  Husband of Bonnie, and together, 
they spent many years enjoying the antique car hobby – restoring, touring, enjoying the fellowship 
of the old car nuts.  His career was spent as a machinist at Eastman Kodak after his military service.  
Ed will be much missed in this hobby, especially The Packard Club.  Niagara Packards extends its 
members' sympathies to Bonnie.

The complex body, gauging and engine room of 100 years ago.
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THE PACKARD PROVING GROUNDS
TH90  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

JUNE 14, 2019
Chuck Flinchbaugh

th
An elegant black and gold invitation arrived in the mail announcing the 90  
Anniversary of the Packard Proving Grounds.  An excellent reason to drive to 
Detroit.  Many from New York make the 10+ hour drive to Detroit (from Glens 
Falls, New York) taking the Canadian shortcut, entering Canada from 
Lewiston, N. Y. up the Queen Elizabeth Way onto Kings Highway Number 
403 and 401 to Windsor, Ontario.  It's usually uneventful with good roads and 
little speed enforcement from the Ontario Provincial Police. Tim Horton's 
coffee and donuts are at all the On Route locations, a term for rest areas on 
Ontario's 400 Series of roads, and are a help with the final hours.

Mid-way, west of London, Ontario I ran into the “Perfect Dust Storm” - a fast-moving storm cell with 
high winds suddenly turned into a brown-out.  Traffic moving along 75 to 80 miles per hour, in 
seconds, braked down to 15 miles per hour.  Visibility was about one car length for a long moment, 
followed by heavy rains.  A dry spring in Ontario and recent plowing for the corn crop
created the perfect Canadian dust storm.

And, the excitement continued; just about 45 miles east of Windsor (Chatham, Ontario) is the 
headquarters of RM Restorations.  Their automotive warehouse usually had about 100 classics 
that are restored, about to be restored or in storage.  Always worth a stop with their changing invne
nventories.

th
The 90  Anniversary celebration started with a strolling dinner (station dining) and an open bar in 
the events facility in the Repair Garage.  Roger Luksik was the master of ceremonies with a power 
point presentation on the life of Leon Duray with additional photographic documentation on 
Duray's invitation to bring his 1926 Miller 91 race car to the Proving Grounds on opening day, on 
June 14, 1928.  The 2.5-mile oval track was inaugurated with a number of high speed runs, one of 
the laps clocked at 148.174 MPH, thus setting a world record for a closed--circuit track that stood 
until after World War II.

We then moved on to the Engineering Building for a “Fashion & the Automobile” show and the 
Packard Motor Foundation's Fleet (16 Packards) managed by Larry Telles, Maintenance 
Coordinator.  A special treat was Leon Duray's 1926 race car on loan through the end of August. 
It is currently owned by the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum.

The celebration officially ended with a return to the Repair Garage for Birthday cake.

Current President, Roger Luksik, covered the many accomplishments and challenges of the 
Packard Motor Car Foundation in the Spring 2018 News Report.  It may be reviewed on the 
Foundation's website - www.packardmotorfdn.org.

The Editor wishes to sincerely thank Chuck Flinchbaugh for his notes and photos of the PPG 
Ninetieth Birthday.  It looked liked a great event.

. . . . and the youth of today with their ‘customized’ cars, saying, “Praise the Lowered!”

_______________________________________
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Leon Duray's Miller Special that set a speed 
record on the track of 148.7 mph

Dining in the Repair Garage
   The restored building

Some of the Packard fleet in the Engineering Building

More, P.9
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CAR AIR CONDITIONING (READ AND SHARE)                                           

This is very interesting . . .might help save a life. 
My car's manual says to roll down the windows to let out all the hot air before turning on the A/C. 
  
WHY??? 
  
No wonder more folks are dying from cancer than ever before. We wonder where this stuff comes 
from, but here is an example that explains a lot of the cancer-causing incidents.  Many people are 
in their cars the first thing in the mornings and the last thing at night, 7 days a week.  Please do NOT 
turn on the A/C as soon as you enter the car. Open the windows after you enter your car and then 
after a couple of minutes turn ON the A/C. 
  
HERE'S WHY!! 
  
According to research, the cars dashboard, seats, A/C ducts, in fact, ALL of the plastic objects in 
your vehicle emit BENZINE, a Cancer-causing toxin - a big Carcinogen. 
  
Take the time to observe the smell of heated plastic in your car when you open it and BEFORE 
you start it up.  In addition to causing cancer, Benzene poisons your bones, causes anemia and 
reduces white blood cells. Prolonged exposure can cause Leukemia and increases the risk of 
some cancers.  It can also cause miscarriages in pregnant women. 
  
The "acceptable" Benzene level indoors is 50 mg per sq. ft.  A car parked indoors with windows 
closed will contain 400-- 800 mg. of Benzene - 8 times the acceptable level.  If parked outdoors in 
the sun, at a temp above 60 F degrees the Benzene level goes up to 2000 -- 4000 mg.  - 40 times 
the acceptable level.  People who get in to the car, keeping the windows closed will eventually 
inhale excessive amounts of the Benzene toxin. 
  
Benzene is a toxin that affects your kidneys & liver; what's worse, it is extremely difficult for your 
body to expel this toxic stuff. 
  
So please open the windows and doors of your car and give it some time for the interior to air 
out and dispel the deadly stuff before you enter the vehicle. 

The restored buildings at the PPG 
– the Timing Tower,  repair garage 
& a corner of The Lodge, The 
Lodge and the Lindbergh Hanger.



 

 

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
      REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packards event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2019   EVENTS
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USED  CARS

January dinner

Chatham Weekend

Ted Powell is having a fire sale of his cars for sale, including the following Packard models - 1940 
grey Packard 160 with Factory A/C, 1953 black Packard Patrician, 1956 yellow and white Packard 
400, 1956 green Packard Patrician, 1955 gold Packard Patrician.  He has enjoyable tales about all 
his cars.  Why not call Ted, have a chat and make an/some offers?   905 772-5387. 

1937 Packard manifold, radiator in very good condition, new front springs (coil)for a 120, 
transmission, starter, generators (2), inner fender panels.  I also have a full set of framed windows 
for a Packard sedan which must be for a Super 8 or V12.  Kenneth Beaman   
beaman35@hotmail.com   585 594-2401.

I am disposing of a lifetime of automotive tools – Snap-on ½” socket set (single broach) with 
extension, Johnson bar; wrenches from ¼” to1¼” open, box, double hex, offset; screwdrivers – 
slot, Robertson, Phillips, other; DeVilbiss paint gun and extra pot; air compressor, tank and hoses; 
1½ ton Hein-Werner hydraulic jack; torque wrench; tool boxes, wheeled; body hammers and 
dollies; magnetic tack hammer and much more.  Douglas Wells.      519 ndwel7899@rogers.com
836-6253.

mailto:beaman35@hotmail.com
mailto:ndwel7899@rogers.com

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10

