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Laura Secord homestead in 
Queenston, restored to the 
period 1803 - 1845 by the 
Laura Secord Candy Co., 
then a division of John Labatt 
Ltd. - 1969 - 72.  A small 
frontier house with limited 
comforts - four rooms and 
four fireplaces.

Below
The kitchen with fireplace 
used for heat, cooking and 
baking.

Laura Secord
Commemorative Royal Canadian Mint 

25-Cent Circulation Coin - 2013
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NIAGARA  PACKARDS  IS  BACK ON-LINE!
www.niagarapackards.ca

for Club updates and events, cars and parts 

CREAMY  SUMMER  PASTA
Pasta with cream sauce is a great summer combination – 
spinach, parmesan and sausage.

PARTS LIST:

12 oz. sausage meat – lightly spiced Italian of your choice
1 pkg orecchiette pasta or other
4 cups spinach leaves 
1/2 cup chicken stock 
1/2 cup heavy cream 
2 cloves of garlic, minced 
1/2 cup parmesan, grated 
4 basil leaves, sliced 

ASSEMBLY:

In a large pot bring salted water to a boil.  Cook orecchiette 
pasta as per the package directions. Drain and set aside.
Heat a large skillet on medium heat, cook sausage meat
Set cooked sausage aside in a bowl. 
Add garlic and chicken stock to the skillet. 
Add heavy cream, continue to stir so the sauce thickens.
Add cooked sausage meat into the cream sauce.
Add spinach and parmesan cheese.
Add orecchiette pasta to cream sauce. 
Stir to coat evenly, so spinach wilts. Add sliced basil on top.

Servings: 4-6
2017 Johnsonville LLC

http://www.niagarapackards.ca
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DIRECTOR’S  MESSAGE

I've had the pleasure of a sneak preview review of this Newsletter and I'm totally impressed with 
the content and the terrific photos.  Many thanks to Doug Wells, our editor and to our photo 
contributors.  And a special thank you to John Coté for putting together a great day in Niagara. 
John had endeavoured to do this tour on two other occasions and all I can tell you is that this one 
really came together.  If you haven't been able to attend either event this year, you're missing out. 
While the 2019 events box on the last page remains empty, we will be having our last tour of the 
season in the fall, likely taking the form of a BBQ and garage tour.  Stay tuned.  

On a final note, my personal condolences to Helen James and family on the recent passing of Art. 
A great guy who was very dedicated to the hobby, and most especially a collector cars of the 
Packard persuasion.  I bought my first Packard, a 1934 Eight Sedan, in 1977 and shortly 
thereafter joined the newly-formed Niagara Packards, meeting Art immediately as he was at that 
time the Canadian connection.  Art was a big contributor to the club and was for many years the 
Newsletter Editor, the most important and demanding job in any club as it's the glue that keeps 
everything together (just ask Doug Wells!).  With many accomplishments, I'm certain the most 
significant was Art's orchestration of the  1999 Centennial Packard meet in Warren, Ohio.  Truly in 
his element, Art pulled off what has to have been the biggest display of Packard motor cars 
through the years ever to be in one place.  For me, the best Packard event I've ever attended. 
Thank you,  Art!

For those of you who haven't been out to either event this year, you've got an opportunity to join us 
in the fall tour, details to follow.

Gerry

Some wisdom from Will Rogers

Never miss a good opportunity to shut up.

Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad  judgment.  



ART   JAMES

Arthur James, car connoisseur, collector, writer and friend of all who owned antique cars passed away on June 19 
th

in Centenary Hospital in Toronto in his 94  year.  Art joined Niagara Packards shortly after it was formed in 1977 
by Bill Burhans, Bob Mehl, Bob Myles, Tom MacPherson and Wally Goodman.  Such was the enthusiasm that 
five years later, the Club hosted PAC's first international meet.  Niagara 
1981 was held in both Niagara Falls, Ontario and New York, with record 
attendance and Art had a very important role in its organizing.  Following 
that, Art continued to organize meetings and tours for many years until 
failing health forced him to watch as newer members carried on his work.  

For the National club, he was co-chair for the Centennial Celebration 
program, marking the one hundredth anniversary of the founding of the 
Packard Motor Car Company in Warren, Ohio in 1999.  The week-long 
event brought about 1 000 cars to Warren and Art was chairman for the 
Magnum Opus for which Art gathered a collection of 300 specifically 
selected and invited Packard automobiles. Much to everyone’s delight 
and amazement every model that Packard built save for two were on 
display that day.  In 2004  Art was awarded the George L. Weiss 
Memorial Trophy for meritorious service, perseverance, dedication and 
effort in the preservation of the Packard automobile, its history and its 
legend.  He wrote many articles about Packard vehicles over the years, 
owned a fleet of them and had an amazing collection of parts and 
knowledge available to other club members.

Art worked as an architectural and product designer for a variety of companies in Toronto before retiring at age 
70.  He and his wife Helen, his beloved wife of 70 years, parented 5 children, and have 8 grandchildren and 5 
great-grandchildren. 

A celebration of Art's life was held at the Simple Alternatives Funeral Home, 275 Lesmill Road, North York, 
Ontario, on Sunday July 7th, 2019, at 11 am. 

A get-together of Packardites 
with Art planning another event.

A proud Art with his 1954 Patrician.
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Art’s favourite - his ‘48 Custom 
Super Eight Club Sedan
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SPRING OPENER – A WINNING START TO OUR SUMMER EVENTS
Gerry Hockin

Our Spring Opener in Chatham at RM Auto Restoration headquarters was very well attended.  
Even with 6 cancellations we had 23 for the afternoon facilities tour with 14 remaining for dinner.  All 
gathered in the RM cafeteria at noon for lunch and meeting up with friends and members we hadn't 
seen for a while.  Our tour of the RM restoration shop was led by co-owner Ernie Moreau who did a 
great job entertaining us and showing the many projects underway in the shop.  We toured general 
mechanical, trim and upholstery, wood shop, metal fabrication and body shop and paint and detail 
areas.  RM does all work in-house except for chrome plating.  In separate buildings we visited the 
dyno testing area as well as the unique restoration of an early street car for the City of Windsor.  The 
RM Museum had approximately 100 cars on display ranging from early brass cars to modern 
supercars, with a couple of Batmobiles and a vintage bus included for good measure.  We then 
proceeded toward downtown Chatham to RetroSuites Hotel and the Chilled Cork Restaurant 
where we later enjoyed cocktails and dinner.  Along the way we stopped at what had to be the 
highlight of the day, Rob Myers (RM) personal 'Man Cave', housed in a 12,000 square foot building 
adjacent to his residence tucked back in the woods.  Commonly referred to as the 'Black Building', 
only because of its exterior colour, we viewed an eclectic collection of cars, motorcycles, neon 
signs, retro art works and a fully restored and fully operating 1950's diner.  Not open to the public, it 
was a rare opportunity to enjoy a collection like no other!

From all reports, a great day was had by all. Many thanks to all those who participated and 
supported this event.  Niagara Packards extends thanks to Brian Stouck for the photographs.

Entrance to RM Office
Our host, Ernie Moreau, manager and 
mechanic, acting as straight man and 
Gerry, looking like he is enjoying himself.

1937 Cadillac Series 90 (V-16) 
Hartmann Cabriolet restored by RM. 1950 Flxible Bus powered by a Buick 

engine and rear mounted.
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Part of our group in front of the 50's Diner

One of the booths in the Diner.

Touring through the mechanical shop.  Mercedes 
Benz built this 300SL in 1963.

John Coté waiting for the Doorman
at the Retro Suites.

This gem - a 1929 Stearns-Knight -        
is masquerading as a Pontiac

Jim Galvin thinking about his next Brass project.  
This 1911 Locomobile is a bit bigger than his last 
brass projects.
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A real iron horse in the Rob 
Myer’s Man Cave.

Inside the Black Building.

JOHN'S  GRAND  NIAGARA  RIVER  TOUR
Editor

John Coté knows how to draw a crowd.  People from three different car 
clubs turned out to enjoy his well-planned tour.  Besides Niagara 
Packards, the other clubs were ACCCC Niagara Region and HASC 
Niagara Region creating a group size of about thirty.  A great variety in 
vintage iron followed John around his well-planned route from the 
Colaneri Winery in Niagara-on-the-Lake to Happy Jack's Chinese 
Restaurant in Fort Erie including Packard, Cadillac, Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto, Model T, Ford, and Ford 
Thunderbird.  This was about half of the vehicles, the other half were modern models with air-conditioning 
for those who chose not to 'rough it' as in the days when their cars were current, author included. 

From the Winery, we drove along Highway 55 past the Wayne Gretzky Winery into Niagara-on-the-Lake 
where everything went according to plan until we turned at the Golf Course onto Queen Street.  Within two 
blocks we were beset by tourists in Niagara-on-the-Lake's downtown – jay walking, eating ice-cream and 
gazing at their cell phones, looking for friends, etc.  By the time we had turned onto King Street, the tourists 
had beaten some of us, including the editor, and we parted ways with the tour group until we found them at 
the Laura Secord House.  The group stopped there, visited the gift shop, toured the house and then, we 
pressed on past Brock's Monument, the Floral Clock to stop at the lookout to 
view the Robert Moses Power Station across the river.  From there we passed 
the Butterfly Conservatory, the Whirlpool Aero Car and then approached the 
tourist mecca – the Falls!  Dodging tourists who appeared from every 
direction, we drove steadily toward the upper river over the various water inlet 
bays for the two Canadian power plants in Queenston and on to Chippawa to 
view Bruce Ward's magnificent collection of 1954 Chevrolets.  Amazingly, he 
has collected one of every model of Chev for that year!  Leaving Chippawa we 
drove to the LaFrance Museum in Fort Erie to see a magnificent collection of 
fifteen pieces of fire-fighting equipment dating from 1845 to 1952 including 
hand powered, steam powered and lastly gas powered equipment. The gas 
powered collection had everything from a 1917 Ford T chemical wagon to a huge 
modern era 1947 LaFrance pumper to a 1952 FWD 60 foot tiller (ladder) truck.  
While there, Gerry Hockin wondered out from behind or under one of the fire 
trucks.  He had been at a previous show and made it in time to see this museum 
and join us for dinner.

Happy Jack's was awaiting us with a spread that John and the owner had planned 
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to suit the pallet of all diners.  As with any Chinese based 
meal, there are plates and bowls of interesting 
combinations of meats and vegetables with flavourful 
sauces.  John had a variety of prizes for favourite car 
selected by the president of each Club and longest 
drive.  Once sated, we all thanked John for a well-
planned and successful day and then set out for home.

For Niagara Packards, this was a wonderful way to get 
back into the habit of having interesting tours through 
areas of our region.  Thanks, John, for a job well done!

John in his favourite roost - steering the 
back end of the FWD Ladder Truck, 
about 50 feet behind the driver, which he 
does several times a year.

The 700 cu. in. Waukesha gas engine 
in the FWD Ladder Truck.  Finally - a 
gas engine with poorer mileage than a 
Packard 384!  John pays less gas 
money if he steers!

Model T Chief’s Car and pumper with horse-drawn 
pumpers behind.

1927 Reo Bickle Pumper 
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AL  GIBB

Last Sunday we met Delores Gibb at Art James' funeral.  While getting caught up  on her life, she mentioned 
ththat Al had passed away on February 4 , 2016.  She is now living in an apartment in Stouffville.  Al was a 

plumber and sheet metal worker and had an interesting car collection, including a very original 1939 Su. 8.

CAR AIR CONDITIONING (READ AND SHARE)                                           

This is very interesting  . . and timely and might help save a life.  My car's manual says to roll down the 
windows to let out all the hot air before turning on the A/C. 
  
WHY??? 
  
More folks are dying from cancer than ever before.  We wonder where this stuff comes from, but here 
is an example that explains some of the cancer-causing incidents.  Many people are in their cars the 
first thing in the mornings and the last thing at night, 7 days a week.  Please do NOT turn on the A/C as 
soon as you enter the car. Open the windows after you enter your car and then after a couple of 
minutes turn ON the A/C. 
  
HERE'S WHY!! 
  
According to research, the cars dashboard, seats, A/C ducts, in fact ALL of the plastic object in your 
vehicle emit BENZINE, a Cancer-causing toxin - a big Carcinogen. 
  
Take the time to observe the smell of heated plastic in your car when you open it and BEFORE you 
start it up.  In addition to causing cancer, Benzene poisons your bones, causes anemia and reduces 
white blood cells.  Prolonged exposure can cause Leukemia and increases the risk of some cancers.  
It can also cause miscarriages in pregnant women. 
  
The "acceptable" Benzene level indoors is 50mg per sq. ft.  A car parked indoors with windows closed 
will contain 400-- 800 mg. of Benzene, 8 times the acceptable level.  If parked outdoors in the sun, at 
a temp above 60 F degrees the Benzene level goes up to 2000 - 4000 mg. - 40 times the acceptable 
level.  People who get in to the car, keeping the windows closed will eventually inhale excessive 
amounts of the Benzene toxin. 

So please open the windows and doors of your car and give it some time for the interior to air out and 
dispel the deadly fumes before you enter the vehicle.



 

 

*BOLD and LARGE indicates Niagara Packards events.
      REMEMBER: You may attend any Niagara Packards event in any make of vintage/modern car.

  DATE                           2019   EVENTS
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USED  CARS

ANOTHER EVENT IS COMING!

Ted Powell is having a fire sale of his cars for sale, including the following Packard models - 1940 
grey Packard 160 with Factory A/C, 1953 black Packard Patrician, 1956 yellow and white Packard 
400, 1956 green Packard Patrician, 1955 gold Packard Patrician.  He has enjoyable tales about all 
his cars.  Why not call Ted, have a chat and make an/some offers?   905 772-5387. 

1937 Packard manifold, 1937 Packard heads (2), radiator in very good condition, new front 
springs (coil) for a 120, transmission, starter, generators (2), inner fender panels.  I also have a 
full set of window frames for a Packard sedan which must be for a Super 8 or V12.  Kenneth 
Beaman      585 594-2401.beaman35@hotmail.com

I am disposing of a lifetime of automotive tools – Snap-on ½” socket set (single broach) with 
extension, Johnson bar; wrenches from ¼” to1¼” open, box, double hex, offset; screwdrivers – 
slot, Robertson, Phillips, other; DeVilbiss paint gun and extra pot; air compressor, tank and hoses; 
1½ ton Hein-Werner hydraulic jack; torque wrench; tool boxes, wheeled; body hammers and 
dollies; magnetic tack hammer and much more.  Douglas Wells.      519 ndwel7899@rogers.com
836-6253.

mailto:beaman35@hotmail.com
mailto:ndwel7899@rogers.com
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