
   VOLUME XLII, No. 1                                                                     Spring  2021

 Feel like you were here sometime in the past year?



The Niagara Packards’
Newsletter

Published bimonthly by: 

Niagara Packards
2393 Britannia Rd.

Burlington, ON, Canada
L7P 0E9 

Executive

Editor
Douglas Wells

59 White Pine Way
Guelph, N1G 4X7 

ndwel7899@rogers.com 
(519) 836-6253. 

Director & Treasurer
Gerry Hockin

2393 Britannia Rd.
Burlington, ON

L7P 0E9 
 (905) 335-3702

Gerry Hockin 
GHockin@rmsothebys.com

Past Director 

Secretary
David Knight

(905) 387-6439

Activities
Jim Galvin

(716) 625-6730
shadow6611@yahoo.com

Membership
Wally Goodman
(716) 751-6583

WGoodman42@aol.com
2722 Maple Rd

Wilson, NY, 14172

2

NIAGARA  PACKARDS  ON-LINEIS  
www.niagarapackards.ca 

RHUBARB CRISP

Golden crunchy top, & sweet-tart rhubarb perfection on the 
bottom. Best served with vanilla ice cream.

Parts List:
1 cup large-flake oats
3/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup packed brown sugar
3/4 tsp salt
1/2 cup cold unsalted butter , cubed
      Filling
6 cups chopped rhubarb , cut into 1-in. pieces (about 760 g)
1 cup granulated sugar
1/3 cup cornstarch
2 tbsp water

Assembly:
POSITION rack in lower third of oven and preheat to 350F.
TOPPING: Stir oats, flour, brown sugar and salt in a bowl. Add 
butter and work in, using your fingertips, until crumbly. 
Refrigerate until ready to use.
FILLING: Toss rhubarb, sugar, cornstarch and water in a large 
bowl, stirring until cornstarch is absorbed. Let sit 5 min and stir 
again. Transfer to a 9 x 13-in. glass baking dish.
SPRINKLE oat mixture evenly over rhubarb. Bake in lower third 
of oven until top is golden and juices are bubbling around edges 
and through the top of crisp, about 1 hour. Let cool completely. 
Serve with ice cream.

Nutrition (per serving): Calories  378, Protein  4 g, Carbohyd.  64 g, Fat  
13 g, Fiber  3 g,  Sodium  226 mg.

HOW TO MAKE RHUBARB CRISP IN SINGLE SERVING 
PORTIONS
Place 8 4-in.-wide ramekins on a baking sheet,
fill with rhubarb mixture, top with oat crisp mixture,
and reduce baking time to 25 min.
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DIRECTOR'S  MESSAGE

With Covid dominating the news and our lives, I believe we are all seeing the reality of slowly 
getting back to some semblance of normalcy.  As a cross-border car club, it's fair to say that at the 
time of this writing, the situation in Ontario remains much more dire than Western New York but 
certainly there is a sense that we are turning the corner.  Niagara Packards, like most car clubs, 
has been on hiatus, anxiously awaiting a time that we can organize a tour and get back to meeting 
up with friends whether socially distanced in a parking lot or at a restaurant.  A greater challenge for 
our group is the cross-border membership of our club and the unknown as to when the border will 
re-open to non-essential travel.  While many major Ontario car events have cancelled well into the 
fall, I'm hopeful that by late summer we'll all be able to get together for a BBQ in my back yard.

Remember those days?  Doug Wells has put together this Newsletter to let you know we are still 
out there and looking forward to resuming club events but at this point can think of nothing more 
depressing than doing membership Zoom meetings!  Since we are on hiatus, we will again be 
deferring any collection of dues from our membership until such time as we can provide you with 
value for same.  The club coffers are not overflowing but we have enough dry powder for a few 
more Newsletters, so stay tuned.

On a final note, we are saddened by the passing of long-time members, Bob and Marj Joiner, Paul 
Johnson and  Charlie Stahn (See P. 7 for all details).  Charlie was very active in our club, 
participating in many events over the years and a genuinely good man, especially when it came to 
his knack for story telling.  We will miss him. Our condolences to his wife Marion and Ruth and 
David and their families.  Good to hear the Packards remain in the family. 
 
All the best, 
Gerry

DUNDURN  CASTLE - 1853
Home built for Sir Allan McNab (1798 - 

1862) a political mover and
shaker in the era before Confederation 

in the Hamilton – Niagara Districts.
Would this site interest any Members 

when normalcy returns?



TOP TEN CAR-PRODUCING COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD 

1950 – 2019

Douglas Wells
Source: 

http://para-rigger. Posthaven.com 

The data in the table above comes from the  video of the title above.  Well worth http://para-rigger
watching!  It has made the rounds twice in the past six months and comes with several articles that 
analyse the changes in the nations' auto industry over the period decade.  The victors of WWII were 
ready and quick to re-start (US, Canada) the auto industry in their countries with pent-up demand for 
new automobiles, (UK, France, Australia took longer).  The vanquished nations had to rebuild their 
nations after 1945 and re-establish heavy industry, develop markets and get the industrial and 
manufacturing links operating again.  The Eastern European area under Soviet control had most of 
their remaining industry carted off to the USSR making economic recovery extremely difficult for a 
considerable time period.  Car sales in Europe were slow to recover despite the Marshall Plan with 
money, new parts and machinery from the US.

There were European cars sold in North American as early as 1901 (Mercedes Benz), Citroen (late 
1930s) and others but the North American market was largely the domain of the Big Three and 
numerous smaller builders.  The disruption of WWII created total chaos for the European auto 
markets while retooling and wartime production halted all production for North American car industry.  
By 1950 North America was back in gear with a huge demand so every manufacturer could sell all 
production through the 1950s; however, the Big Three eliminated the small manufacturers, Hudson, 
Nash, Crosley, etc., even as European manufacturers returned - Porscheand Alpha-Romeo.  Post-
war manufacturing changed.  As an example, from when cars were first being introduced, every part of 

4

http://para-rigger/
http://para-rigger


the car making process was almost completely done by humans but with the end of WWII, 
mechanization started replacing most of the labour force – the costliest part assembly - by 
machines.  General Motors got the first “robot” in their factories to help with the process in 1961.  
Now in 2018, a Kia factory, for example, welding shop with just 62 humans and a whopping 242 
robots can fuse a car together in under 90 minutes.

Europe was delayed with reconstruction of most nations' infrastructure and auto production, 
including the Big Three was limited. They had to find niche and cheaper markets that allowed their 
cars to sell successfully, even in Europe with its cash-limited societies.  The European 
manufacturers also saw new markets in Latin America, Africa, South and East Asia, sometimes 
through subsidiaries.   The Communist Bloc was the domain of the Soviets although it allowed 
satellite countries to build Western European models under licence such as the Polski  (Fiat 126) 
after 1973 in Poland, later renamed the Maluch in 1997 (Small One).  East Germany also built the 
Trabant – 1957 – 1990.

The Sixties decade allowed world car production to become a global industry by economies of 
scale as the decade saw the development of economic trading blocs that by 1970 had moved the 
EEC to the Common Market of 28 Nations (by 1993) in Western Europe, Comecon of the Soviet 
Bloc and a tentative trial in North America with the America-Canada Auto Pact of 1964 that evolved 
into The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which was enacted in 1994.

Japan announced its arrival on the world auto scene as the 1970s arrived and by 1980 became the 
largest automobile maker in the world, selling in most markets and building autos in some – North 
America, Europe, South Asia.  Their automobile recovery from WWII had been designed to build 
car models that would have appeal throughout the world.  The Big three lost their dominance in 
world markets, selling products with less appeal in non-North American markets.  The Arab Oil 
Embargo,  settled the issue.  Over the next decade, the entire world auto industry  October 1973,
had to re-invent itself to smaller vehicles, miniaturization of parts, electrical assemblies with 
computers resulting in more efficient and cleaner engines, increasing mileage, interchangeability 
of parts and sub-assemblies.   Recovery took time but by 2001 total world production of personal 
automobiles stood at 41.1 million.  The first decade of the 21st century was a time of more change 
for many car manufacturers. Global automotive sales increased and then fell off with the market 
crash of 2007 and 2008.  Car makers devoted the next few years to recovery and to introducing 
hybrids and other alternative fuel technologies – something essentially revolutionary.  For the first 
several decades of car manufacturing, there was little to no thought of the environmental impact of 
mass car production.  Now a lot of attention is placed on this subject.  In fact, according to the EPA, 
emissions from factories and automobiles in the United States today are less than half of what they 
were in the year of 1970.

Be careful when you follow the 'masses' . . .
Sometimes the 'm' is silent.

A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On my desk, I have a work 
station.

 A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory. 
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CHARLES  STAHN

It is with sadness that Niagara Packards announces the passing of Charlie 
Stahn, age 94 years, on April 3, 2021 in Hamilton.  Surviving is his wife of 
almost 67 years Marion (McKAY) of Tavistock, his daughter Ruth (Frank) 
Valenzuela, son David (Randi Sidor) Stahn, younger brother Alex (Joan), 
sister-in-law Sylvia.  Charles was born on December 2, 1926, at the pioneer 
prairie home of his family.  His birth certificate registered birth place states 
Sec.12, Tp6, Rge1, W3rd, south of Assiniboia approximately 80 miles 
southsouth-west of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan as the first child of his 
pioneering parents Charles and Matilda (Maxwell) Stahn.  A family service 
has been held with plans to have a Celebration of Life when Covid permits.  
Charles' Family moved to Hamilton in 1942, where he continued his 
education at Westdale Secondary School, graduating with honours in 1946 
with a focus on automotive mechanics.  He began his apprenticeship in 1948 at Wentworth Motors, 
continuing studies with Sun Electric Co. Ltd. (automotive testing equipment) and then selling and 
servicing testing equipment throughout southern Ontario. These experiences in instruction inspired 
Charlie to become a teacher.  In September 1953, Charlie attended The Ontario College of Education, 
Toronto, Ontario; graduating in the spring of 1954 and then accepted a contract as an automotive 
teacher in Kirkland Lake.  Charlie married Marion in 1954, who then accompanied him on their first 
adventure in life together in Kirkland Lake. They moved back to Hamilton in 1955, as Charlie had 
accepted an Automotive Mechanics position at Hill Park Secondary School.  He transferred to Westdale 
Secondary School in 1961, move on to Westview Secondary School in North York from September 1967 
to June 1969.  He then returned to Hamilton, joining the staff at Mohawk College Fennel Campus, where 
he taught for 26 years in the Automotive Apprenticeship Programme until retirement in 1985.  
Charlie was humble, always ready to help anyone if he saw a need he could fill with his time, knowledge 
or skill and he regularly donated to many worthwhile organizations.  His single mindedness about 
certain issues allowed him to accomplish a great deal of interesting projects and he always tried to 
benefit his family with his support. Charlie's keen interest was in machinery - especially trains and 
steam-driven machinery, but, most passionately cars and particularly Packards, and his antique 1926-
1927 Chevs and RX7's.  He was a long-time member of the Niagara Packards Club and attended 
cruises with them, as well as local cruise nights, again offering his extensive knowledge and fun facts 
about his beloved Packard.  In the late 70's to early 80's, Charlie was featured on 900 CHML Hamilton 
radio on Saturday mornings, as The Car Doctor, diagnosing peoples' car concerns over the phone, 
giving tips and tricks for car care and repair. Charlie was known for his light hearted exchanges, 
storytelling and cute witticisms.  Niagara Packards' members will long remember Charlie for his 
Saturday-morning tutorial at Fennel College in his old classroom in 2009 where he showed he still had 
the characteristics we will always him for – detail, humour, awareness and compassion.

Charles and Marion with some of their many 
friends on tour with his ‘55 Packard.
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THE JOINERS

Sadly, your editor reports that Marj and Bob have passed away.  They were members of our club for 
many years and had moved from New Hamburg to a retirement apartment in Brantford to be nearer to 
family.  Bob passed away in August, 2019 and Marj in April, 2020.  They introduced us to the 
Wellesley Wanderers, a group of car friends who occasionally toured parts of Ontario and almost 
always visited the Wellesley Apple Butter Festival.  Marj was always the genial hostess with others at 
Packard events and Bob always had another interesting car tale or two.  We will miss their lively 
interactions and their Packard.

PAUL JOHNSTON
Paul passed away at the Guelph General Hospital on Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at the age of 74.  
Beloved husband of Monique and father of four and Grandpa of eight and Great Grandpa of two.  He 
was a salesman and installer of automatic car washers and had great tales of their occasional 
malfunctions.  Paul loved driving his 1951 Packard 300 and his 1927 Dodge Bros. Business Coupe 
and jokingly referred to them as his "youngest children". They were members of Niagara Packards for 
several years as well as HASC.  He will be missed in the old car fraternity. 

Bob and Marj’s pride and joy - their1948 Packard Su. 8 Victoria at the Toronto Auto Show
 and in the garage of present owner Tom Huehn.
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1940 Packard Parts – as pictured.  Not pictured parts as well - Used hood- 2 parts, and 2 vertical 
front bumperette parts and 2 connecting horizontal bars. 1940 Packard bumper in picture - re-
chromed but never installed.  Spot light (2 available) for 1950's Packard.  Side-mount half-moon 
wheel covers from a 1940 Packard hearse (below). Other loose parts included.  Bundled price 
$300.  Contact Leon in Toronto. ;  416 977- 0016; text - 416 579-7699.leon_piniuta@hotmail.com

1937 Packard manifold, 1937 Packard heads (2), radiator in very good condition, new front 
springs (coil) for a 120, transmission, starter, generators (2), inner fender panels.  I also have a full 
set of window frames for a Packard sedan which must be for a Super 8 or V12.  Kenneth Beaman   
beaman35@hotmail.com   585 594-2401.

Strongarm engine build stand, capacity 1,250 lbs.  A  universal mounting plate bolts to rear of 
block.  Front castor wheels for ease of moving around.  Block can be rotated and safely locked in 
place.  It was used to rebuild a Packard Eight block complete with external equipment prior to fitting 
into the chassis. 
An essential tool for the ease of assembling a re-machined engine block.  Dismantled, packed in 
cardboard carton and stored at my home in St. Bruno, near Montreal, Quebec; however, it could be 
delivered f.o.b. to 47 Eldomar Avenue, Brampton, ON L6W 1P6 where my daughter lives, by 
arrangement. 
Priced to sell at $90 CDN.  Call Chris Day at 450-653-3095 or email at:  crday@aei.ca

USED  CARS

/local?lid=YN873x17138388361962901707&id=YN873x17138388361962901707&q=Pierce+Arrow+Museum&name=Pierce+Arrow+Museum&cp=42.878978729248%7e-78.8692016601563&ppois=42.878978729248_-78.8692016601563_Pierce+Arrow+Museum&FORM=SNAPST
http://donaldvbrown.ca/tribute/details/6154/LaVerne---DeJonge/service-information.html
mailto:crday@aei.ca
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